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our mission:

Helping people with
developmental disabilities
lead productive, happy lives
and connecting with the
human spirit in us all.
www.lambsfarm.org

A Summer Like Never Before
The men and women of Lambs Farm have
been home for quite some time, but staff
continually come up with ways to keep
them busy, active and happy.
Many Participants have pursued new
interests with their extra time. The
Stone Apartment residents have
become experts at using their
cricut maker for art projects, and
Participants in House 4 have
enjoyed learning how to build
and race their small sailboats.
The men at the Valley Park
House have discovered a
love for gardening after
spending a majority
of their time outside
tending to their
plants.

Ja’Don has kept a watchful eye
on his beautiful zinnias and makes
sure they get enough water every
day. He loves seeing the bright
colors bloom and grow as he
learns how to care for them.
Other Participants have also taken
advantage of the nice summer
weather by learning how to fish at
Lambs Lake, making ice cream in
their front yard and playing lawn
games. Several houses have also
taken up tie-dying. They have had
a great time trying out new color
techniques and showing off their
impressive designs.

(Continued on page 3)

Harvesting the
Spirit: Virtual for
the Farm 2020
Mark your calendars! We
are hosting a virtual gala
to support the men and
women of Lambs Farm
beginning Saturday,
November 7.
This free, virtual
celebration will begin at
7pm. A link to tune in
will be sent closer to the
event date.
You will hear from some
special guests including
the men and women of
Lambs Farm, and there
will be a virtual paddle
raiser and silent auction.
Unable to join us on
November 7? No
problem! You can watch
the program any time,
and bidding will be open
until November 9.
We will be sharing
more information,
including registration,
within the next month.
In the meantime, we
are currently in need
of donations for our
silent auction. If you are
interested in donating an
item, service or experience,
please contact Kathy
McMeins at kmcmeins@
lambsfarm.org.
We look forward to hosting
our first-ever virtual gala
and hope you will join us!

From the

President and CEO’s desk...
Well, we are happy to
report that we are still
here – as the pandemic
continues. Not much
has changed over the
past six months. With
limited exceptions,
Participants have
remained in their
homes, venturing only just
outside of each house.
Staff from other areas have
consistently returned to those
houses on a daily basis to
provide support to those
residents.
Our businesses at the front
of the Farm have recently
reopened to the public, and
we have had many customers
interested in what we have to
offer. Participants who usually
work in those businesses have
not yet returned to work there.
Lambs Industries, however, is
run by our staff without any
outside involvement and a
number of our Participants
have been and continue to
work there.
After not being able to see
their Participants for an
extended period of time, we
initiated a “Family Visitation”
procedure that allows family
members to visit their
Participants on a somewhat
regular basis in a building on
campus away from the houses
themselves. For those who
chose to go home to visit with
their families at the beginning
of this process, many have
now returned, and more will
follow suit.
As mentioned previously, we
had to cancel our 26th Annual
Lambs Farm Golf Day. I am
happy to report, however, that
we will hold our annual event,
Harvesting the Spirit: Virtual
for the Farm, this year on
Saturday, November 7th.
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In addition, we are
looking forward to our
60th Anniversary Gala
later in 2021 and hope
that you will join us.
We are truly grateful for
the outstanding support
of our staff, and are
hopeful that we will return to
some semblance of normalcy
in the not-too-distant future. In
the meantime, our Participants
continue to learn and grow with
dignity.
Most important, thus far
we are proud to report that
our Participants have all
remained free from COVID-19
– something that has been and
continues to be a major goal.
It is your belief in our mission
and your ongoing support that
will assure the men and women
we serve at Lambs Farm will
continue to reap the benefits
that define the quality of their
lives. For that, we are truly
grateful.
Sincerely,

Dianne M. Yaconetti
President and CEO

(continued from cover)

Though they have found plenty
to do, this summer has felt
especially odd and incomplete
without Special Olympic sports.
Staff know how much Participants
miss their events, so they have
taken it upon themselves to set up
competitions at home.
The ladies at the Garfield House
had a blast at their own backyard
bocce ball tournament despite
some rain delays. The athletes
were awarded with customized
medals for their hard work and
continue to wear them with pride.

In addition to at-home
competitions, staff continue to
encourage the men and women of
Lambs Farm to stay active. Many
Participants like to keep moving
and have been enjoying walks and
riding their bikes around the track.
Though it is not the summer
they envisioned, Lambs Farm
Participants and staff are making
the most out of the unique situation
while staying positive and healthy.

Thank You,
Volunteers!
We are so thankful for the
amazing volunteers who
have helped us get back on
our feet over the last couple
months.
Our dedicated Thrift
Shop volunteers spent
countless hours sorting
and organizing donations
for the store and in
preparation for our
Outdoor Pavilion sales.
Prior to the pandemic, our
friends at Astellas started
a kitten room renovation
at our Dogwood Garden
& Pet Center. Though they
could not finish the project
in-person as planned, they
provided the funds to
make this dream a reality.
The adoptable kittens now
have plenty of room to
roam, new toys to play with
and extra comfy beds to
sleep in.

Garfield ladies pose with their medals

Karyn’s cricut artwork

In addition to helping in the
businesses, individuals have
given us a hand in sprucing
up our landscaping and
giving it a fresher look.
We need volunteers now
more than ever, and every
task makes a huge difference.

Manoj proudly wears his tie-dye shirt

Partcipants enjoy a morning on the track
Aon staff work on
landscaping projects

Playing on the new beds!

Lounging in the new space

Participants use a Yayalabs ball to make ice cream

House 4 with their sailboats

Volunteers work outdoors
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Cedar Chest
Pavilion Sales!
On August 15 and
September 26, we hosted
our first Cedar Chest
Pavilion Sales.
The sun was shining
on both days, and the
outdoor pavilion was full
of clothing, home decor,
holiday items, toys, books,
games, pet supplies and
more.
Guests had plenty of room
to social distance while
shopping for bargains and
finding their treasures.
We had a great turnout
and look forward to
hosting more pavilion
sales this fall.
In the meantime, you can
shop our deals by joining
our Cedar Chest Thrift
Shop Items Facebook
Group, viewing sales on
Ebay or by visiting the
store. Our revised business
hours are TuesdaySaturday from 10am to
5pm.

Marc’s message to our readers

Lambs Farm Safely Reopens
In July, we welcomed guests back to
Lambs Farm businesses after being
closed for nearly four months due to
COVID-19. Prior to reopening, a detailed
plan with specific guidelines developed
by the State of Illinois was put in place
to keep everyone healthy as we safely
adjusted to our new normal.
Guests and staff are required to wear
a mask and social distance at all
times, and Lambs Farm businesses
are following strict sanitation
schedules in addition to mandatory
employee wellness checks. Some
businesses implemented additional
precautionary measures to further
minimize exposure at Lambs Farm.
The Farmyard’s new online
reservation system allows a limited
number of guests to purchase
tickets in advance to help staff
safely manage crowds. Due to the
high demand of adoptable puppies
and kittens, The Dogwood Garden
& Pet Center also now requires
reservations for adoptions to
give adopters enough time to
meet their potential new family
member.

Staff and volunteers set up displays
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The Cedar Chest Thrift Shop was
overflowing with donated items on
reopening day. The revised donation
guidelines require all items to be
dropped off in bags or boxes and to
be quarantined for 72 hours before
processing.
All businesses were excited to reopen
their doors, but it was certainly not the
same without the men and women of
Lambs Farm. We look foward to seeing
their smiling faces back at work when it
is safe to do so.
Since they are unable to visit the
businesses at this time, we want the
Participants to know how much they
are missed. Guests and staff are
encouraged to write a special sentiment
on the banner in front of the Magnolia
Cafe & Bakery using a sanitizied marker.
Once the banner is full of well wishes, it
will be shared with the men and women
of Lambs Farm.
Life may look a little different for a while,
but thanks to our dedicated staff, we
can give guests a fun experience at
Lambs Farm while keeping everyone
healthy.

The Magnolia Cafe & Bakery
added an online ordering service
to give guests the option for
curbside pickup, in addition
to widely spaced tables for
inside dining and outdoor patio
seating.
Guests feed the goats

Staff welcome kittens

Yoga on the
Farm Returns
After a year hiatus, we were
thrilled to bring back one of our
most popular events: Yoga on
the Farm with Blue Sky Yoga!
Guests gathered in the
Farmyard’s large pasture on
August 26 and September 16
with plenty of room to social
distance. The goats, sheep,
tortoises, chickens and pigs
were just as excited as we
were to start classes back up
again.
For the safety of our guests
and staff, we limited the class
to 25 people. All attendees
were required to wear masks.

The Farmyard staff and some of their Farmyard friends pose for the reopening

Farmyard Field Trips Go Virtual
Every year the Farmyard looks forward to helping teachers plan an educational
and fun filled day for their students at Lambs Farm. However, many schools
are learning remotely this fall, so we decided to help with the transition by
offering our virtual Meet the Herd field trips.

We look forward to hosting
more Yoga on the Farm
sessions this fall. Visit our
website to register today.

Teachers can schedule their field trip using the Calendly link which can be
found on the Farmyard’s business page on www.lambsfarm.org. From there,
you can select the length of the virtual trip, share brief information about the
class and which animals the students would like to see. Our knowledgeable
Animal Keepers will then put together an age-appropriate field trip with help
from their Farmyard friends.

Wildlife Discovery Center Outing
Our Farmyard staff got a special visit from Animal Care Interns at Wildlife
Discovery Center in Lake Forest.
The group spent a summer day at the Farmyard to help our staff with all
kinds of projects. They groomed Joseph the Dromedary Camel, trained goats,
wrangled chickens, walked a piglet, learned about all 300+ animals and helped
with evening chores.
Angie from Blue Sky Yoga leads class

Farmyard staff had so much fun bonding over their love for animals and
we can’t thank them enough for their support and friendship.

A
Guests enjoy time with the goats
Poot the goat learns to stand

Interns wrangling chickens

Joseph gets groomed
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New Holiday
Products!
We are excited to
announce that we have
all kinds of new products
this year. Below is a sneak
peek of just a few of our
must-try treats!

The Sugar Maple Country Store & Bakery staff prepare for the holiday season
Chocolate Cookie Craze

Holiday Catalog Coming Soon!
The holiday season is coming up
quick, and just like everything else
this year, it will look a bit different
than before.

‘Tis the Season Truffles

The Sugar Maple Country Store
& Bakery’s carefully hand-crafted
cookies and chocolates will still
be made from scratch with only
the finest ingredients, but the
packaging will take on a new look.
All shareable treats, ranging from
our Famous Butter cookies and
Pinwheels to our Chocolate Lover’s
Collection and Turtlettes will be
individually wrapped based on
serving size, allowing customers
to easily and safely share their
favorite Lambs Farm goodies.

Cheerful Cherry Bites

You can choose from our classic
favorites or try some of our
delicious new items including our
Fall Favorites Cookie Collection,
Chocolate Cookie Craze, Festive
Fruit Truffles, Decadent Dessert
Truffles, Cheerful Cherry Bites
and more. Every order can be
customized for your needs, no
matter how big or small.
Our 2020-21 holiday catalog will
only be available digitally this year
which makes it easy for customers
to shop from anywhere and order
straight from their mobile device via
our online store. Orders can also be
placed by phone at 847.362.4636
Monday through Friday between
9am and 5pm.

After the craziness of 2020, a gift
from Lambs Farm is the perfect
way to send holiday cheer to
your family, friends, co-workers
and clients while supporting
the men and women of Lambs
Farm.
Decadent Dessert Truffles

Snickerdoodles
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Our modified packaging

Fall Favorites Cookie Collection

Donor Salute

Lambs Farm is grateful for the support we receive from our many friends. Listed below are the names of those especially generous
individuals, foundations and corporations whose gifts of $1,000 or more were received from May 2020 - August 2020.
$50,000 and above
Anonymous
$10,000 to $24,999
Marcus & Millichap
Charles & M.R. Shapiro Foundation, Inc.
The Edward S. Sprague Foundation
$5,000 to $9,999
Mr. & Mrs. Andrew J. Agers, Jr.
Mr. Alan O. Amos & Ms. Marcia E. Lazar
Mr. John W. Burrus
Exclusive Woodworking
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Gruebnau
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Levy
New Trier Township
nuHaus
Mr. & Mrs. Philip Wernick
$2,500 to $4,999
Dr. Richard Davison
Mr. & Mrs. Richard A. Fick
Mrs. Ellen Hill
Mr. & Mrs. William R. Jacobs
Dr. & Mrs. Melvin P. Katz
Mr. & Mrs. Ronald Krupp
Lawyers Inc. P.C.
Mrs. Miriam Lazar
Mr. & Mrs. Edward Rogan
Ms. Janet Scarf
Ms. Susan Siebers
Mrs. Susan Sprowl
Mr. & Mrs. Willard T. Walker
Mr. & Mrs. Warren Wiegand, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Willix
Ms. Ruth Wittenberg

$1,000 to $2,499
Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey A. Annenberg
Anonymous
Mr. & Mrs. John Arnold
Mrs. Nancy Casanova
Mr. Edward H. Chaloner and Ms. Lydia S. Walshin
Mr. & Mrs. David Cohen
Mr. & Mrs. Edward F. Curran
Mr. & Mrs. Ronald J. Dunbar
Enterprise Holdings Foundation
Mr. Douglas A. Fisher
Mrs. Joan Fuller
Mrs. Joan J. Golder
Mrs. Gloria A. Harer
Hollister Incorporated
Mrs. Virginia C. Horsch
Mr. George E. Johnson
Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Karpek
Mr. & Mrs. Kennen H. Kim
Mr. & Mrs. Gideon Kishony
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Koehler
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Koss
Mr. Paul M. Mandell
Mr. & Mrs. William McNeill
Mr. & Mrs. Greg Moyer
Mr. & Mrs. Hessam Nadji
Mr. & Mrs. Robert A. Northrip
Mr. Chaitanya Patel
Ms. Rosalie Piazza
Mr. & Mrs. John Piccione
Mr. & Mrs. Michael J. Reilly
Ms. Lynne Remington and Mr. Geoffrey Goldberg
Mr. & Mrs. Edmund Roucka
Mr. & Mrs. Gary Schuh
Mr. & Mrs. Lewis E. Seagraves
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Seymour

Mr. & Mrs. Phillip L. Stern
Dr. & Mrs. Richard L. Sturm
Mr. & Mrs. Judah Susman
Ms. Eiko Terao
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas A. Thill
Mr. & Mrs. Kent Verner
Mrs. Lita Zemel
Mr. & Mrs. James P. Zils
Bequests
Estate of Barry Sullivan
Roberta Kapoun Supplemental Needs Trust
Facebook Fundraisers
Jessica Alldredge Boudreau
Ron Bartkowski
Ginny Benseman Hluchan
Paula Graham
Melissa Levy Zientara
Rachel Leah Leavitt
Beth Lewis
Jessica McGowan
Jennifer Pitts
Sarita Still
Brian Bigdogg Verner

Tributes and Memorials

We are always especially honored by the decision to honor and remember friends and loved ones with a gift to Lambs Farm. Below, we
list the names of those individuals who have been honored or remembered with a gift received from May 2020 - August 2020.
In Honor Of
Jessica Alldredge
Boudreau
Catherine Alvary
Elizabeth Alvary
Paul Andreasen
Ron Bartkowski
James H. Berke
Jesus Christ
Sarah L. DeMoon
Aniek J. Dempsey
Ann Fuller
Annya Glass
Brian Grady
Tony Green
Marc Henry
Thorne Hill
Virginia B. Hluchan
Joseph Hubbell
Joshua Johnson
Peggy Kimble
Janine Kipley
Karyn Krupp
Dan Kummer
Lambs Farm
Lambs Farm Staff
Jon Lazar
Rachel Leavitt
Melissa Levy Zientara
Elizabeth Lewis
Jodye Lieberman
George Marzano
Mark McCleneghan
Jessica McGowan
Ellen McHugh
Liam Moorthy
Bruce Moyer
Greg Moyer
Ruth I. Moyer
The Moyers
Michael Nathenson

Judy Neiman
Robert Neiman
Parents of kids with
Down Syndrome
Tim Polacci
Philip Prince
Ashley Quinn
Bruce P. Redwanc
Barbara Roloff
Hannah Ruben
Carol A. Savoie
Linda Schuh
Jeffrey Sears
Isaiah Seibert
Sarita Still
Brian Verner
Thea Wasil
Andrew I. Wernick
Joanna Willix
Dianne M. Yaconetti
Lita Zemel
Jon Zils

In Memory Of
Yvette Alexander-Maxie
Gloria Benham
Emma aka Wiggle Bottoms
Elizabeth “Betsy” Brake
Joshua Burnett
Janet Burrus
Robert Cairo
Vincent Casanova
Madeline Cozzini
Robert O. Delaney
Della Dunbar
James D. Dunbar
Julie Durbin
Robert Durbin
Doris Earhart
Ruth Eldert
William Eldert
Blanche Fields
Frank Froncek
Irene Froncek
Charlotte Gordon
Levon Green
Louise Hammersmith
Shirley Harms
John E. Hayes
A. J. Hill
Janet Jacob
Jean M. Koetke
Edwin R. Kremer
Ronald F. Kurth
Helga Larsen
June Larson
Dolores Lewandowski
Norbert Lewandowski
Marjorie Loizzo
Mary Deborah Loksa
Laura Lyall
Leslie Lyall
Audrey Marx
Thomas M. Mints, Jr.

Jill Moyer
Dorothy Murphy
John “Jay” B. Murphy
John B. Murphy
Katherine M. Murphy
Michael F. Murphy
Mark Nahin
James Neary
Beverly Orshek
Richard D. Orshek
Paul Plier
Julia Polacci
Florence Posar
Frank Redwanc
Stella Redwanc
Dick Rhodes
Rose Ross
Samuel H. Ross
Nancy Sauseda
Vincent Scialabba
David Sundheim
Sandra Tarrson
Edward Taylor
Bob Terese
Mary Ruth Terese
Mary Tettemer
Jeffrey Tomaszek
Virginia Townsend
Maureen Vecchio
Robert Waddick
Patrick White
Ann Wolff
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Thank you to all our amazing staff!

14245 W. Rockland Road, Libertyville, IL 60048

p: 847.362.4636

f: 847.362.0742

www.lambsfarm.org

