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our mission:

Helping people with
developmental disabilities
lead productive, happy lives
and connecting with the
human spirit in us all.
www.lambsfarm.org

We’re All in This Together
The COVID-19 outbreak has been a
difficult time for all, but Lambs Farm
staff have been able to adapt to many
changes. They continue to work
together as a team, stay positive and
use universal precautions to keep the
men and women of Lambs Farm
safe and healthy.
When the crisis began, staff
members whose jobs were
considered non-essential
started working in the
residential homes to assist
with daily tasks like cooking
and cleaning and to
help provide the best
care possible for our
Participants.

The dedication of all of the staff
to the individuals we support has
made the hard times easier as we
navigate through the challenges
caused by the pandemic.
Participants found it difficult to
adjust to a new schedule without
work, classes or sports, but they
have done surprisingly well and are
finding new joys every day with
their housemates and staff.
They have been keeping busy with
plenty of crafts, games and other
donations from our Amazon Wish
List, a progam that was created by
The Lambs Farm Family Group.

(Continued on page 3)

Shop Online
with Lambs Farm

From the

President and CEO’s desk...
Who would ever have
believed that we would
be in the middle of a
pandemic? It is
startling to realize how
much has changed
in just these past few
months.

Participants look forward
to getting back to work,
sharing laughs with their
co-workers and greeting
guests at the Lambs Farm
businesses.
Until then, you can still
shop and support the men
and women of Lambs Farm
via our online store.
You can save yourself a
trip to the grocery store
or send love to your family
and friends both near and
far while supporting the
men and women of Lambs
Farm.
We have several classic
favorites including English
Toffee and Jam Trios plus a
new line of assortments that
are overflowing with all kinds
of goodies.
Orders can be placed online
at shop.lambsfarm.org.

Healthy at Home Assortment
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Since March, most of the
Participants have been
secured in their homes either
on campus or in our nearby
community. Other areas of
the Farm are working with
skeleton staffs in order to keep
everything operating the best
that it can be. As is always
the case, the staff are ready,
willing and able to do anything
that needs to be done.
When the State required
us to close our businesses,
some of the staff who work
in them thankfully agreed to
oversee those Participants in
their campus and off-campus
homes during the day. They
are doing a great job keeping
the Participants occupied
and happy. Some Participants
temporarily went home to
their families at our request as
we needed to be sure we had
some secluded surroundings
in the event a Participant
became ill. Thankfully, no one
has.
Because of so much
uncertainty, we have cancelled
our Annual Golf Day, typically
held in July, and also our
Annual Gala in November.
Instead, we are planning our
Lambs Farm 60th Anniversary
Gala for the fall of 2021 in
the hope that we will have
adjusted to our new normal
and that you will be there to
help us celebrate.

Along with the
outstanding
support of our staff, our
extensive programming
will continue to offer
our Participants the
ability to mold and
shape their lives in a
vibrant community that
encourages continued growth,
and allows them the respect
and dignity gained from helping
themselves.
Thank you for your continued
belief in our mission. Your
ongoing support will assure
that the men and women we
serve at Lambs Farm will reap
the dividends that define the
quality of their lives for many
years to come.
Sincerely,

Dianne M. Yaconetti
President and CEO

(continued from cover)

The list was also shared on our
social media outlets and has
become a fun opportunity for
individuals to show their support
for the men and women of Lambs
Farm. Since the stay-at-home order
started in March, we have received
over 375 items from the Wish List
from donors across the country.
Amazon packages continue to arrive
daily at our Administration Building.
Volunteer groups, businesses and
individuals have also shown their
support by sending protective
equipment supplies. Chicago Cares
sent 150 pairs of safety gloves and
Astellas Pharma donated over
200 thermometers. Our neighbors
at North Shore Distillery sent a
generous supply of hand sanitizer
and several individuals made quality
masks for staff.

We are grateful for the unwavering
support we have received during
this time. As the pandemic drones
on, Lambs Farm continues to
adhere to all safety guidelines to
keep Participants safe and healthy.
Though we don’t know what the
future holds at this point, we do
know that we will get through
the challenges together. We look
foward to the day when we can
safely reopen and welcome our
friends back to Lambs Farm.

Stay-at-Home
Celebrations
Participants who stayed
at Lambs Farm during the
stay-at-home order may
not have been able to get
together with friends or
family on special occasions,
but staff made sure they still
had plenty of fun with their
housemates.
We received several Easter
craft donations from the
Lambs Farm Family Group
Amazon Wish List including
Easter egg coloring kits and
coloring books. Participants
had so much fun working
on these activities and were
excited to receive Easter
baskets filled with movies,
games and art supplies.

Stephanie became the Connect Four champion

Those who had birthdays
during the stay-at-home
order still get to safely enjoy
birthday cake, presents and
decorations to celebrate
their special day.

Participants had lots of fun with a
Make Your Own Soap Kit
Marc and Martha practice
safe social distancing

Liz with a new Latch Hook Kit

Tracey works on a Sand Art project
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Wellness
Updates
Athletes were able
to compete in their
Fundamentals (FUN)
competition just before
the pandemic began. FUN
is a program designed
for Participants who are
unable to participate in
official Special Olympic
competitions competed
in sport-specific activities
appropriate for their ability
levels. They did a great job
and received awards based
on their scores in a variety
of activities.
Since then, Special
Olympics has decided to
cancel Track, Bowling and
Summer State Games for
the safety of athletes and
staff.
Though Special Olympic
sports are at a halt, staff
have found ways to keep
Participants active while at
home.
They organized a Trike
Fest, so Participants could
hop on a bike and use the
track while practicing social
distancing. They continue
this activity on warm, sunny
days in addition to daily
walks and outdoor games.

Chris and Martha help promote Giving Tuesday Now

Giving Tuesday Now
On May 5, we participated in Giving Tuesday Now, a new global day of giving
and unity in response to COVID-19. Our goal was to raise $1,000 to purchase
tablets for Participants to stay virtually connected with their families, have
digital fun with their friends, learn through apps in the absence of Quest
classes and continue to grow.
Participants practiced their lines and helped put together a special Giving
Tuesday Now video. They explained how the tablets would help them get
through the challenging time, as they find it very difficult to be away from
their family and friends and adjust to a new routine without work, Special
Olympics or classes.
After the video went live, we nearly doubled our goal in just a couple of
hours. By the end of they day, we raised over $9,000 for the men and
women of Lambs Farm.
We are so thankful for the generosity and unwavering support on this day
of giving. We would like to give a special thank you to all our donors who
contributed to our Giving Tuesday Now fundraiser. Participants can’t wait to
use their new tablets!

Participants sent a Thank You message to Giving Tuesday Now donors
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Fun & Fit
Family Day
Goes Virtual!

From June 20 until June 28,
individuals and families can
enjoy a brisk two mile walk or
5k run in their neighborhood,
treadmill or local park while
supporting Lambs Farm. All
existing registrations will be
transferred to our Virtual Race.

Robert was very excited about the Virtual Car Show!

Event Updates at Lambs Farm
Due to the stay-at-home extension, we had to cancel several of our spring
events including our popular Easter and Mother’s Day brunches, Model Train
Day, Antiques Appraisal, Greenhouse Opening, Potting Party and Golf Day.
Instead of cancelling our 8th Annual Champion Car Show, we switched gears
and planned our first virtual car show on May 31. We had nearly 70 registrants
send us a photo of their car and brief description of why their car is special
to them. On the day of the event, we posted the photos on social media
and Facebook users voted on their favorite cars using the “like” button. After
hundreds of votes, we counted the top eleven Fan Favorites and three Judges
Favorites. The winners were announced on June 1.

Here’s how you can support
our mission:
1. Register for the race on
www.lambsfarm.org.
2. Be a Lambs Farm
Champion by encouraging
others to support your run
or walk and Lambs Farm.

Thank you to our registrants, judges, sponsors and voters for making our first
virtual event a great success!

3. Sponsor our virtual race!
Sponsor forms can be sent
to Kathy McMeins by mail
or by email at kmcmeins@
lambsfarm.org.

#1 Fan Favorite: Chris Mistrata’s 1942 Ford GPW

Registration will be open until
June 18. On Saturday, June
20, participants will receive
instructions for submitting
their Virtual Time. You will
have until Sunday June 28 to
run or walk and submit your
time. Be sure to take a selfie
and post it on our Fun & Fit
Facebook Event Page!

#2 Fan Favorite: 1948 Willy’s Pickup

A

#3 Fan Favorite: 1958 Cadillac DeVille

#4 Fan Favorite: 1968 Pontiac Firebird Convertible

While we won’t be together in
person, we can be together in
spirit!
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A New
Perspective
During COVID-19
Staff who have been
working in other areas
during the pandemic have
viewed the opportunity
as a meaningful learning
experience.
Staff from other
departments at Lambs
Farm who are helping in
the homes have gained
a deeper understanding
and appreciation for the
role of the residential
staff. One positive aspect
coming out of this
difficult time is seeing
the camaraderie of staff
working together who
normally would not have
this opportunity. New
friendships have been
developed among staff
and Participants.
Participants have been
able to learn new skills
while spending extra time
with staff at home. They
have been encouraged
to work on new tasks
at home allowing for
more independence and
responsibility. Several
Participants have enjoyed
trying new things and
beam with pride after
achieving a new goal.
Though the pandemic has
brought a lot of challenges,
staff and Participants are
staying positive and making
the most of their time
together.

Jagger inviting all of his virtual friends to the Farmyard’s digital events

The Farmyard Goes Digital!
The stay-at-home order may have postponed the Farmyard’s Opening Day,
but that hasn’t stopped all of our adorable animals from making appearances.
Animal Keepers started hosting weekly Sunday Funday on the Farm Facebook
Live sessions to teach viewers about some of our most popular Farmyard
friends. Viewers have been able to virtually meet the petting area herd, get
a tour of the duck pond, see the pigs complete enrichment puzzles, learn all
about the Farmyard’s horses and cows and get a full lesson about Joseph the
Dromedary Camel while staying safe at home.
In addition to our Facebook Live sessions, we launched Meet the Herd: an
uncoventional yet adorable way to liven up your virtual meeting. Meet the
Herd allows companies, families and their friends the opportunity to invite
a Farmyard animal to their virtual conference or happy hour and schools to
experience a digital Field Trip.
We also started offering a Farmyard Photo Package. People can order five
personalized photos of their favorite Farmyard friends with the sign of their
choice. They can wish someone a happy birthday or congratulate a 2020
graduate in place of an in-person celebration.
Staff have enjoyed connecting with our guests digitally, but can’t wait to
welcome everyone to the Farmyard again soon!

Hey and Benji the Goats
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Sansa and Shakespeare the Chickens

Donor Salute

Lambs Farm is grateful for the support we receive from our many friends. Listed below are the names of those especially generous
individuals, foundations and corporations whose gifts of $1,000 or more were received from January 2020 - April 2020.
$50,000 and above
Anonymous
Ms. Dianne M. Yaconetti
$10,000 to $24,999
AbbVie
Mr. Jeffery K. Benham
Mr. & Mrs. David P. Glover
Mrs. Gloria A. Harer
Mr. & Mrs. Carl Heldmaier
Lake Shore Harley-Davidson
Mr. & Mrs. Michael J. Liner
Mr. & Mrs. Edward Rogan
Mr. & Mrs. James P. Zils
$5,000 to $9,999
Mrs. Catherine Alvary
Mr. Alan O. Amos & Ms. Marcia E. Lazar
Ms. Martha Fox
Ms. Victoria Greene
Mrs. Virginia C. Horsch
Mrs. Miriam Lazar
Mints Family
New Trier Township
Mr. & Mrs. Eric P. Olson
The Pritzker Pucker Family Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. Randall Terry
Mr. & Mrs. Philip Wernick
Mr. Sheldon O. Zisook
$2,500 to $4,999
Aileen S. Andrew Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. John Arnold
Dr. Richard Davison
Mr. & Mrs. William R. Jacobs
Mr. & Mrs. Robert W. Kimble

Ms. Margaret V. Tomaszek-Witry
Mr. & Mrs. Kent Verner
Mr. & Mrs. Willard T. Walker
Samuel Weinstein Family Foundation
Mr. Gordon E. White
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Willix

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Koss
Mr. & Mrs. Ronald Krup
Mrs. Marlene Pomerance
Ms. Susan Siebers
Mr. & Mrs. David Sorenson
Mrs. Susan Sprowl
Mr. & Mrs. Peter S. West
Mrs. Lita Zemel
$1,000 to $2,499
James R. & Lesley B. Anixter Family Foundation
Anonymous
Mr. Edward F. Buron
Mrs. Electra Carlson
Ms. Margaret V. Denton
Essendant Charitable Foundation
Mrs. Rona Farber
Mr. & Mrs. Richard A. Fick
Mr. Douglas A. Fisher
Mrs. Joan Fuller
Mr. & Mrs. Keith Hickman
Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Karpek
Dr. & Mrs. Melvin P. Katz
Mr. & Mrs. Gideon Kishony
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Koehler
Mr. & Mrs. Vern McCain
Mr. Chaitanya Patel
Ms. Rosalie Piazza
Mr. & Mrs. John Piccione
Mr. & Mrs. David Price
Ms. Mary B. Rapp
SGD and MEL Fund
Mr. & Mrs. Edward P. Showtis
Dr. & Mrs. Richard L. Sturm
Ms. Eiko Terao
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas A. Thill

Bequests
Luallen Cooper and Isabelle Cooper
Revocable Trusts
Roberta Kapoun Supplemental
Needs Trusts
M.E. Fritzinger Living Trust
Estate of Robert H. Schroer
Bernice L. Schweichler Revocable Trust
Facebook Fundraisers
Paula Graham
Mark Hensel
Terrie O’Day
Jennifer Pitts
Rich Willix

Tributes and Memorials

We are always especially honored by the decision to honor and remember friends and loved ones with a gift to Lambs Farm. Below, we
list the names of those individuals who have been honored or remembered with a gift received from January 2020 - April 2020.
In Honor Of
Patricia Adelberg
Hannah Becker
Jeffery K. Benham
Michelle Benham
Susan Bucar
Richard Cordas
Thomas Durbin
Martha Fox
Mary Kristin Fox
Robert V. Gattuso
Paula Graham
Tony Green
Jennifer Hart
Mark Hensel
Eleanor Howard
Joshua Johnson
Tara Kane
Lambs Farm Staff
Miriam Lazar
Kathy McMeins
Michael J. McMeins
Ruth I. Moyer
Michael Nathenson
Terrie O’Day
Halle Marie Peace
Grant Petersen
Lucille Vivian Agnes
Pfeiffer
Lianne Piccione
Hannah Ruben

Jackie Schumacher
Elizabeth Sprowl
Oliver Swallow
Joan Weiss
Ric White
Rich Willix
Dianne M. Yaconetti
Jeff Zemel
Jon Zils

In Memory Of
Patsy Jo Beall
Gloria Benham
Matthew Beuke
Joshua Burnett
Karen Buron
Robert O. Delaney
William Farber
Alan C. Filley
Maxine Fish
Frank Froncek
Irene Froncek
Phyllis Gerber
Steven Gerber
Natalie Gold
Helen Granzeier
Shirley Harms
Donald Hendrickson
Laura Hendrickson
A. J. Hill
Shirley Hill
Millie Holden
Marlowe Isaia
Marcia Jaffe
Albert Jasourowski
Marlene Katz
Janet Kimsey
Janet L. King
George Kovacich

Helen Kovacich
James Langabeer
Paul Lazar
Dolores Lewandowski
Norbert Lewandowski
Michael C. Martino
Jill Moyer
Katherine M. Murphy
Michael F. Murphy
Harry Nielsen
Robert Ottoson
Dennis Page
Diane Renwick
Joseph L. Roschman
Andi Rosenthal
Phil Rosenthal
Larry Solin
Holly G. Stephenson
Bob Terese
Mary Ruth Terese
Jeffrey Tomaszek
Anna Rose Vazzano
Robert Waddick
Doug Weidman
C. Joyce West
Patrick White
Jack Wolfe
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Thank you to all our amazing staff!

14245 W. Rockland Road, Libertyville, IL 60048
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