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our mission:

Helping people with
developmental disabilities
lead productive, happy lives
and connecting with the
human spirit in us all.
www.lambsfarm.org

Lambs Farm Earns Perfect Score
In April, we had a visit from the
Commission on Accreditation of
Rehabilitation Facilities (CARF), an
internationally recognized accrediting
organization serving human services
providers. CARF has been visiting
since 1980, and for the last 16
surveys, we have received three
year renewals -- which is the
highest level possible.
The two surveyors who
conducted the survey
are both associated
with agencies who
also support people
with developmental
disabilities.

They evaluate organizations from all
over the country and spent three full
days evaluating our services. They
interviewed staff and Participants,
reviewed various documents,
observed several programs and
learned about how our services
are managed.
After the extensive review process,
surveyors stated that they were
impressed with several areas
of Lambs Farm including the
employment opportunities,
vocational programs, residential
options, a wide variety of sports and
leisuretime activities, and the overall
design of the campus itself.

(Continued on page 3)

Annual Benefit 2019
We’re bringing country charm
to the big city at Harvesting
the Spirit Downtown on the
Farm 2019!
We hope you can join us
at the Harold Washington
Library Winter Garden on
November 9 for a memorable
evening. Proceeds from
Harvesting the Spirit will allow
us to continue to provide
life-enriching opportunities
for the remarkable men and
women of Lambs Farm.
Guests will enjoy a seated
dinner, live music, silent and
live auctions and more.
For sponsorship
opportunities, please
contact Mary McGonigel
at 847.990.3733 or at
mmcgonigel@lambsfarm.org.

From the

President and CEO’s desk...
Along with our dedicated
and hard-working staff,
a significantly important
role at Lambs Farm is
the assistance we receive
from our volunteers. Over
the years, we have been
fortunate to continue to have
so many people willing to
donate their time and efforts to assist
us with a wide variety of tasks. Our
volunteers come in all sizes – from
a single person to large corporate
groups. Because we never run out
of things to be done, the need for
their assistance whenever possible is
unending.
The numbers and sizes of our
volunteer groups continue to grow
each year, as do the relationships and
commitments to collaborating with
us. The groups assist in completing
many of the projects necessary,
sometimes underwrite the cost of
materials for projects, and even make
a donation to our programs. They
purchase meals from our Magnolia
Café & Bakery and items from our
other stores. Many have become
customers of our holiday catalog,
while bringing yet another farreaching audience to our campus to
learn about our mission and interact
with our Participants.
The tasks that are completed range
from small to very large, and include
anything associated with the buildings
and grounds on our campus as well
as those in the community. They also
provide significant assistance to our
various annual events that involve a
variety of activities both on and off our
campus. In the process, volunteers get
to interact with our Participants and
learn the true meaning of our mission.
The Lambs Farm campus is a place
where our Participants like to be,
whether they live in residences on
the campus, in the community or
with their families. It allows them the
freedom to spend time with their
neighbors, meet new customers,
and enjoy the camaraderie of our
volunteers.
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It is a costly endeavor,
however, to maintain a
campus, especially one
like Lambs Farm with its
complicated infrastructure
of buildings, grounds,
sidewalks, parking lots,
street lights, and sewer
systems.
We are truly grateful for
the generosity of our many
volunteers, for their donation
of time and effort, their clear
understanding of our mission
and respectful interactions with
our Participants. It is yet another
way to assure that the men and
women of Lambs Farm continue
to reap the dividends that define
the quality of their lives.
Sincerely,

Dianne M. Yaconetti
President and CEO

(continued from cover)

Participants expressed to the
surveyors how much they enjoy
having choices and feel their
voices are always heard.
The surveyors also mentioned
management responsibilities,
marketing efforts, staff
dedication,
health and safety procedures,
human resource practices,
overall culture and Lambs Farm’s
committment to being a family in
the areas of strength.
In addition to creating a list of
strengths, the surveyors were
also responsible for reporting
any issues or concerns to CARF
in the form of recommendations.
We did not receive any
recommendations, and the
survey also revealed that we also
received another perfect score
and three year renewal. These
results put Lambs Farm in the
top 3% of CARF’s nearly 60,000
clients.

“In all of my eighteen years as
President, I cannot remember
a time when I have been this
proud,” said Dianne Yaconetti,
President & CEO of Lambs Farm.
This great honor, given to us by
a worldwide organization, is truly
something to be proud of. Lambs
Farm is thankful to have staff who
work hard and stay dedicated
to the mission of helping people
grow.
We also believe our Co-Founders
would be proud knowing we
are carrying out their vision and
setting more goals for the future.

Volunteers Make a Difference
Volunteers make such a difference, and we are thankful for the many
wonderful groups and individuals who joined us this summer.
Northwestern Medicine Lake Forest Hospital
helped with several projects and donated custom
rubber mats to give the Farmyard’s handicapped
animals some extra comfort. Aon also supported
the Farmyard by painting barn quilts and gifting
them with a new animal shelter.
Astellas, another major supporter of Lambs
Farm, puts forth tremendous effort year
round. This summer they helped out in all of
the businesses and worked on several landscaping projects around
campus.

Congratulations,
Peter Pan
Cast & Crew!
Participants performed the
popular Disney classic, Peter
Pan, on September 21 & 22 at the
Buffalo Grove Community Arts
Center.
Participants spent countless hours
rehearsing lines, building the
set and designing costumes in
preparation for the big show.
The cast taught the audience life
lessons as they told the story of
the Darling children’s adventure
through Neverland. Peter Pan
guided them through a new world,
showing them that it is possible
to find happiness by forgetting
our fears, staying positive and
believing in ourselves.
Participants were so happy to
see many seats filled as they
took their hard work on stage.
Congratulations, cast and crew!
We are so proud of the Fine Arts
program for a successful ninth
season!

The Cast:
Liz Alvary - Silvermist
Doug Ardito - Michael Darling
Jim Berke - Hop Lost Boy
Marc Henry - Mr. Darling & Indian
Mary Juiris - Tinker Bell
Ron Kishony - Peter Pan
Sarah Komperda - Mrs. Darling
Stephen Koss - Pirate
Brayanna LaConte - Wendy Darling
Patrick Martinez - Raccoon Lost Boy
Patrick Milburn - John Darling
Dennis Moss - Chief Indian
Seema Patel - Tiger Lily
Dave Schwartz - Indian Brave
Mary Volz - Captain Hook
Arlyn Warso - Nana & Tic-Tock
Marianne Weber - Smee
Ric White - Cubby Lost Boy

Lundbeck returned to help at the Dogwood Garden
& Pet Center this year and donated new front
counter tops, fresh trim for Delta’s cage and took
on several landscaping projects.
These are just a few of the amazing groups who
have given their time to Lambs Farm. Each and
every volunteer is appreciated, and we are grateful
to have support from several local businesses,
community groups and individuals.
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Sports Banquet
Award Winners
Lambs Farm’s athletes had
another amazing year, and
we had such a great time
celebrating their success at
the annual Sports Banquet
on June 27.
We are so proud of every
athlete and their dedication
to Special Olympic sports.
Congratulations to this
year’s award winners who
went above and beyond
this year!

The Legends celebrate their first place win!

Special Olympics Roundup
It’s safe to say that our athletes had a great summer! They kicked off the season
and headed to Illinois State University for State Games. After a weekend packed
with competitions, they returned with big smiles, dozens of medals and great
memories. Shortly after State, over 50 athletes competed in Bowling Districts. The
many hours of practice paid off, and they garnered 21 shiny medals.

Athlete of the Year
Ian Copeland (right)
Outstanding Performance at State
Tom Durbin (left)

Softball Districts took place in August, and The Legends proved that teamwork
makes the dream work. They won first place and guaranteed themselves a spot at
State in September.
Golfers joined the Lambs Farm’s 35th Annual Golf Day in July and took their
practice round to Bartlett for the official Special Olympics Golf Tournament. Two
Participants earned gold and qualified for State.
We can’t wait to see these talented athletes compete this fall. Wish them luck as
they prepare for their big competitions!

Shining Stars!

Big Achievement Award
Bocce Doubles Partners
Ian Copeland & Doug Wagner
Linda Schuh (middle) & Sue Wallis
Mary Volz (left) & Sari Still (right)
Marianne Weber & Jon Zils

Everyone likes to be recognized for their contributions. Lambs Farm’s Shining
Star Award program recognizes Participants who go above and beyond by
demonstrating a good attitude, helping others, encouraging teamwork or
promoting safety.
Jason O’Day was recognized for helping the transportation staff. He assisted
in moving equipment and walkers to their locations and guided Participants
who have difficulty with mobility. Jamie Hardy was also recognized for
assisting with this task. He is always cheerful and looking for ways to help
others.
Andy Wernick received a Shining Star award for his exceptional work ethic.
He made an effort to help staff prepare for the second annual Lambs Farm
Potting Party. He helped the set up and take down process go smoothly.

Sportmanship Award
Manoj Kinhal
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Jason O’Day

Jamie Hardy

Andy Wernick

Yoga Events
at Lambs Farm
The Yoga on the Farm craze
continued this summer as
the Farmyard hosted three
sessions with the help of a
local studio, Blue Sky Yoga.

Participants hold the check from Highland Middle School students

Thank You Highland Middle School!
In the fall of 2018, Highland Middle School students chose Lambs Farm as their
school-wide charity of the year. By the time school let out for summer in May,
they managed to raise an impressive $8,743 for the men and women of Lambs
Farm.
Students worked together to brainstorm ideas to raise funds. They hosted donut
sales before school, sold candy grams for Valentine’s Day, planned a school dance
and thought of enticing raffle prizes.
As neighbors in the community, Highland Middle School took every opportunity
possible to involve Participants in their events. They invited them to their talent
show, school assemblies and theater performances. Students also visited Lambs
Farm to better understand our mission, learn the rich history and to see the many
opportunities available for Participants. They spent time with rescue puppies,
learned about the animals at the Farmyard, made sensory creations with the men
and women in the Enrichment Center and packaged cookies in the bakery.

Guests gathered in the
pasture to enjoy the
company of several
Farmyard friends, including
some of their newest
additions -- Dottie, the
American Miniature Horse
with Dwarfism and Wendy
Sue, the Mangalista Pig.
The goats, sheep, tortoises
and chickens got a quick
break when we hosted
our first ever Puppy Yoga
session in the Visitors Center
in July.
Dog lovers were in awe
of the adorable American
Pitbull Terrier mix puppies
who joined the class. The
evening was full of cuddles,
loads of play time and lots
of
love. Due to the excellent
A Henning barnyard painting
turnout
at this
event,
we
was the star
of the
Antiques
have three
more Puppy
Yoga
Appraisal
Breakfast
this
classes
scheduled
this year
year,
valued
at a minimum
of in
hopes tobyfind
moreappraiser
adoptable
$80,000
licensed
puppies
their forever homes.
Karl
Gates!

We are so thankful for Highland Middle School’s hard work, kindness and support
for Lambs Farm. Their generous gift was used to purchase a brand new speaker
system for the Farmyard and a sublimation printer. The new printer has been
used to make a wide array of customizable items including adorable animal totes,
Farmyard friend magnets and personalized goat collars.

Highland students during their field trip

All goats have collars with their names

Participants at Highland’s Talent Show

Students help package cookies in the bakery

Maribeth with the first pitch ball
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Fall on the Farm

We had a great time at our third
annual Fall on the Farm event on
September 21 & 22.
Guests loved the Lake County
Heritage Association’s tractor
and barrel train rides and
the wide variety of fall crafts
and games. Children painted
pumpkins, decorated cookies,
participated in a cow milking
contest and so much more. Our
Community Tent Sale made
for exceptional shopping, and
many enjoyed visiting all of our
Farmyard friends.
We are already looking forward
to next year’s event!

Seema, Doug & Jimmy will be featured on the holiday catalog cover this year

New Catalog Coming Soon
The holidays are right around the
corner, and the Participants are
excited to help you take care of
everyone on your gift list. Our new
holiday catalog will be available soon,
and it’s filled with all kinds of new
treats including Salted Caramel Bars,
Brownie Cheesecake, Nuttin’ but Nut
Clusters, Nature Bites and more.
As Participant bakers fulfill orders,
they are also full of pride knowing
that customers are going to enjoy
the products they have prepared.
Families, friends, coworkers and
clients love receiving our bountiful
assortments, carefully created
baskets, creamy chocolates and
delicious cookies made by the
men and women of Lambs
Farm.

The Sugar Maple Country Store
& Bakery is happy to help you
with your custom orders and can
accommodate orders both large and
small.
We welcome you to share the
mission of Lambs Farm with your
family and friends this year. Every
purchase directly supports the men
and women of Lambs Farm. You
may place your order by calling
847.362.4636 Monday through Friday
between 9am and 5pm, or by visiting
lambsfarm.org.

Nature Bites

Salted Caramel Bars
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Cinnamon Delight

Donor Salute
Lambs Farm is grateful for the support we receive from our many friends. Listed below are the names of those especially generous
individuals, foundations and corporations whose gifts of $1,000 or more were received from May 2019 - August 2019.
$50.000 and above
Anonymous
VS Kinhal LLC
$25,000 to $49,999
The Davee Foundation
Fred B. Snite Foundation
$10,000 to $24,999
Mr. Robert Neiman
$5,000 to $9,999
Abbott Laboratories
AbbVie
Mr. & Mrs. Andrew J. Agers, Jr.
Mrs. Catherine Alvary
Mr. Alan O. Amos & Ms. Marcia E. Lazar
Mr. John W. Burrus
Highland Middle School
New Trier Township
Packaging Corporation of America
Mr. David Shorr
The Edward S. Sprague Foundation
Upstaging Lighting & Transport
Vernon Township
Mr. & Mrs. Philip Wernick
Mr. & Mrs. Robert N. Zaun
$2,500 to $4,999
Mr. & Mrs. John Arnold
Mr. Jeffery K. Benham
BMO Harris Bank
Dr. Richard Davison
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Earhart
Mrs. Joan Fuller

Mr. & Mrs. William R. Jacobs
Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Karpek
Mr. & Mrs. Ronald Krupp
Mr. & Mrs. H. M. Kurzman
Mrs. Miriam Lazar
Levenfeld Pearlstein, LLC
Mr. & Mrs. Jon Madorsky
Maron Electric Company
Meltzer Purtill & Stelle LLC
Onin Staffing, LLC
Petersen Aluminum
Corporation
Power Construction
Ms. Mary B. Rapp
Mr. & Mrs. Michael J. Reilly
Mr. & Mrs. Earl Roloff
Romanucci & Blandin, LLC
Ms. Susan Siebers
Mrs. Susan Sprowl
Ms. Christine Stegman
Subaru of America, Inc.
Ms. Eiko Terao
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas A. Thill
Uline
Mr. & Mrs. Willard T. Walker
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Willix
Ms. Ruth Wittenberg
$1,000 to $2,499
Abt Electronics
Alper Services, LLC
Apex Wood Floors
Bramco Construction Company
The Brunswick Foundation, Inc.
Mrs. Electra Carlson
Mr. & Mrs. Edward F. Curran

Ms. Elizabeth Duquette
Eriksen Armstrong Corporation
Exclusive Woodworking
Mr. & Mrs. Richard A. Fick
Ms. Martha Fox
Mr. George Gadzinski
Mr. & Mrs. Robert V. Gattuso
Golder Family Foundation
Mrs. Joan J. Golder
Harty Realty Group
Mr. & Mrs. Keith Hickman
Hollister Incorporated
Mr. & Mrs. Edmund A. Horsch
Dr. Elizabeth A. Hull
International Decorators, Inc.
Iskalis American Floor Show
Dr. & Mrs. Melvin P. Katz
Mr. & Mrs. Kennen H. Kim
Mr. & Mrs. Gideon Kishony
Mr. & Mrs. Calvin Kleinschmidt
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Koehler
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Koss
Lawyers Inc. P.C.
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Levy
Dr. & Mrs. John R. Lindquist
Medline Industries, Inc.
Mesirow Financial
Mr. Todd Mintz
Mrs. Karen Nixon
Mr. Chaitanya Patel
Mr. Raj Patel
Ms. Rosalie Piazza
Mr. & Mrs. John Piccione
Precision Steel Warehouse, Inc.
Roof Management LLC
Mr. Eric A. Rothner
Mr. & Mrs. Gary Schuh

Mr. & Mrs. Lewis E. Seagraves
Mrs. Melissa Spellman
Mr. & Mrs. Phillip L. Stern
Dr. & Mrs. Richard L. Sturm
Sub-Zero Group Midwest, LLC
Sysco Chicago Inc.
Tithof Tile & Marble, Inc.
Valley Systems of Florida, LLC
Mr. & Mrs. Kent Verner
Mr. & Mrs. Brad Vogan
Col. & Mrs. Charles R. Wallis
Samuel Weinstein Family
Foundation
Mr. Gordon E. White
Mr. Gregory L. Zaun
Mrs. Lita Zemel
Mr. & Mrs. James P. Zils
Bequests
Bernice S. Schweichler
Revocable Trust
Estate of Barry Sullivan

Tributes and Memorials

We are always especially honored by the decision to honor and remember friends and loved ones with a gift to Lambs Farm. Below, we
list the names of those individuals who have been honored or remembered with a gift received from May 2019 - August 2019.
In Honor Of
Ilana Axel
Ron Bartkowski
Ann Boland
Mike Brunette
Brunswick
Corporation
Elizabeth Creigh
Sarah L. DeMoon
Kevin Donohue
Cheryl Durbin
Doug Durbin
Durbin Family
John Durbin
Thomas Durbin
Stacy C. Eifert
Aaron Espinoza
Fern S. Frank
Brian T. Grady
Gary Graham
Tony Green
Marc Henry
Joshua Johnson
Janine Kipley
Susan Koehler
Karyn Krupp
John Levy
Michael Lindquist

Lauren Miller
Liam Moorthy
Robert Neiman
Jennifer Partridge
Comer
Bruce P. Redwanc
Barbara Roloff
Earl Roloff
Bonnie Sabat
Stephanie Scialabba
Lisa Smith
Carol H. Smoler
Jan Soltys
Ted Soltys
Douglas Wagner
Charles Weinstock
Andy Wernick
Denine Yeazell
Gregory L. Zaun
Karin Zaun
Zemel Family
Jon Zils

In Memory Of
Jeffrey Anderson
Jim Anderson
Thomas Andress
Elaine Arvin
Karen Buron
Janet Burrus
John Gerald Callahan
Fern Dermer
William Diehl
Ashoke Dutt
Jerry Fonk
Gertrude E. Fredrich
Frank Froncek
Irene Froncek
Betty Gallagher
John V. Gallagher
Michael Goerne
Fred Gras
Juliana Greenfield
Irene Gremer
Cliff Jensen
Frank Kajdanowski, Sr.
Myron Katz
Janet L. King
Lorraine M. Kirst
Helga Larsen
Dolores Lewandowski

Norbert Lewandowski
Laura Lyall
Jeanne Lynam
Joseph Madonia
Michael Melchiorre
Nick Miljin
Thomas M. Mints, Jr.
Katherine M. Murphy
Joseph Pagani
Grace Paris
Patricia Pickell
Paul Plier
Mabel Ramskill
Wirt E. Ramskill
Frank Redwanc
Stella Redwanc
Rose Ross
Samuel H. Ross
Robert Roth
Nancy Sauseda
Bill Schultze
Susan Seigle
William Siebers
Bernadine Smason
Janet D. Smith
Perry J. Snyderman
Dorothy Sully
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Upcoming Events
Lambs Farm Annual Benefit
Harvesting the Spirit 2019
Saturday, November 9
Harold Washington Library
We’ll be back in the saddle again for another
“gala affair with some country flair.” It will be
a wonderful evening of gourmet dining, great
music, dancing – all with a country twist. There
will also be high-spirited bidding in both silent
and live auctions and much more. Contact
Mary McGonigel for more information at
847.990.3733 or mmcgonigel@lambsfarm.org.

39th Annual Lambs Farm
Gift & Craft Fair
Thursday, December 5 | 1pm - 9pm
Friday, December 6 | 11am - 9pm
Saturday, December 7 | 9am - 6pm
Sunday, December 8 | 10am - 5pm
Arlington Park Racecourse
This is holiday shopping made easy! Choose
from hundreds of vendors at Chicagoland’s
largest show of its kind. Don’t forget to stop by
our booth for homemade products such as our
famous butter cookies, chocolates and jams.

14245 W. Rockland Road, Libertyville, IL 60048

p: 847.362.4636

f: 847.362.0742

Breakfast with Santa
Saturday, December 14
Sunday, December 15
Saturday, December 21
Sunday, December 22
Magnolia Cafe & Bakery
Ho Ho Ho! Despite his very busy schedule,
Santa is making his annual trek to Lambs Farm
to celebrate the holidays. Enjoy a delicious
brunch, visit with Santa and participate in
several crafts and activities. Seatings are at
9am, 10:30am and 12pm. Brunch is $16.95,
$7.95 for children 23 months and younger with
activities. Call 847.362.5050 for reservations.

www.lambsfarm.org

