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our mission:

Helping people with
developmental disabilities
lead productive, happy lives
and connecting with the
human spirit in us all.
www.lambsfarm.org

Making a Difference at Lambs Farm
Direct Support Professionals (DSPs) play
a major role in the lives of people with
disabilities through their dedicated care
and compassion. Their life-changing
work greatly enhances the quality
of life for the individuals they serve
and makes a significant impact
throughout the field and especially
here at Lambs Farm.
There is currently a DSP staffing
shortage throughout the
state of Illinois. All agencies
have a significant number
of open positions, which
causes concern for the
thousands of individuals
with disabilties who live
in these residential
settings.

Lambs Farm is blessed to have many
DSPs who have committed their
work life to helping people with
disabilities. They give Participants
the quality care they can count on
and the many opportunities they
deserve. Gregg Guentz is one of our
trained DSPs who has 20 impressive
years of experience. “I wanted a
job that gives me the personal
satisfaction of knowing I’m doing
something good - because to me,
that’s the important aspect of a job,”
Gregg said.
In his years at Lambs Farm, Gregg
has gotten to know a number of
Participants by working in a majority
of the Group Homes.
(Continued on page 3)

7th Annual
Champion
Car Show
Get your engines ready for
our 7th Annual Champion
Car Show held at Lambs
Farm on Sunday, June
2 from 10am to 3pm.
Admission is free for visitors
and cost to register a
vehicle is $15.
As guests check out the
wide variety of makes and
models, they can enjoy
music, enter raffles, stop by
the food and vendor tents
and see if their favorite car
takes home an award.
For more information,
please contact Special
Events Coordinator Kathy
McMeins at 847.990.3749 or
kmcmeins@lambsfarm.org.

A sea of cars filled the
parking lot in 2018

One of the many cool models on
display in 2018
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From the

President and CEO’s desk...
One of the main things that
makes Lambs Farm such
a great organization is our
staff - those people who
work hard to do so much
with so little, always with an
eye to improving life in some
way for our Participants. For
most Participants, Lambs
Farm is their home – others come
to take classes and/or work. For
all, it is a place where our entire
staff is not only interested in their
welfare, but anxious to greet them
each day, assist with their tasks,
hear about the happenings in their
families or otherwise just visit us
at our workplace.
Among the staff that spends
the most time with our residents
and has the most impact on
their lives are our Direct Support
Professionals (our DSPs). It is
their job to ensure, whether
living in one of our homes in
the community or the various
choices we have on campus,
our Participants needs are met
(getting off to work on time,
learning new skills, specific
diets, medications, etc.) in a
way that also gives them as
much independence as they can
reasonably manage.
Many of our DSPs have been at
Lambs Farm for years, having
moved from house to house
and gotten to know all of our
Participants at some level.
Despite the increase in care
and our inability to raise their
salaries in tandem, they remain
dedicated to their responsibilities
and continue to do all they can
to provide for and improve where
possible the lives of the people
they serve.

Over the years,
however, as many
of our Participants
have gotten older
and less able to care
for themselves, it
has become more
challenging to meet
their growing needs.
As a result, the job of the DSP
has become more complicated,
particularly at a time when the job
market has opened up, creating a
shortage of DSPs throughout the
entire field. Although the State
has implemented very limited
increases over the past two years,
it has not been enough to attract
more applicants.
Of all of the talented, dedicated
staff we employ at Lambs Farm,
the DSP is the one position that
has the most impact on our
Participants. Without them, we
would have difficulty maintaining
the exceptional care they are
known for and provide on a daily
basis – and is at the heart of who
we are.
Thank you for your continued
belief in our mission. Your ongoing
support will assure that the men
and women of Lambs Farm
continue to reap the dividends that
define the quality of their lives.

Sincerely,

Dianne M. Yaconetti
President and CEO

(continued from cover)

He has memories of taking a trip
to Graceland with The Elvis Club,
hosting
sports-themed
parties,
going on fun outings and helping
Participants do things they never
knew were possible.
“Whether it’s a daily living skill or
teaching someone how to memorize
their address, they’re growing and
that’s what matters,” Gregg said. “It
makes me happy to see them excited
to learn.”
Like any job, some days are harder
than others. Gregg has found
many ways to help himself and
Participants relax when things get
tough. He uses music therapy to
strike up conversations, takes time
to build relationships with each
individual in the house and always
lets Participants know that he is their
friend. Gregg knows he can also rely
on his coworkers for support. He
loves that Lambs Farm staff works
together as a team and that everyone
can relate to each other.
Gregg stays busy during his work
days and realizes the importance of
time management. He spends a lot of
his time in the kitchen, which he likes
to refer to as his office. Gregg enjoys
preparing meals and has learned
how to master skills while following
the dietary plans. As Participants
see Gregg grilling and sauteeing
ingredients to perfection, they too

Gregg loves this part of his job and
is happy to teach Participants useful
skills in the kitchen.
When Gregg isn’t working as head
chef, he is most likely administering
medications, planning outings or
ensuring all is running smoothly in
the house.
Though 20 years has gone by, Gregg
does not feel it has been that long.
He has been able to see all kinds of
positive changes go into effect and
personally witness the growth of the
Participants. He is grateful for the
quality time he had with Participants
who are no longer with us and those
he works with on a daily basis. Gregg
has learned many lessons as a DSP
and is thankful for the opportunity
to have an impact on so many lives.
Lambs Farm is grateful to have such
dedicated and compassionate DSPs
who always show how much they
care. Please join our team - working
with individuals with developmental
disabilities is truly rewarding. DSP
applications can be found on our
website, www.lambsfarm.org.

35th Annual
Lambs Farm
Golf Day
We invite you and your
friends to grab your clubs
and join us for Lambs Farm’s
longest running fundraising
event - our Annual Lambs
Farm Golf Day in memory
of Jack Stein. Golf Day is
scheduled for Tuesday, July
9 at ThunderHawk Golf
Club in Beach Park.
Golf Day features both a
morning and afternoon tee
time, challenging course
competitions, breakfast,
lunch, a cocktail reception
with awards for the day’s
winners and more!
Sponsorship opportunities
are available on our website,
along with individual rounds
and foursome registration.
We hope to see you on the
links for a memorable 35th
Annual Lambs Farm Golf
Day.
For more information, please
contact Mary McGonigel
at (847)990.3733 or at
mmcgonigel@lambsfarm.org.

DSPs Gregg and Crystal with
Participants in House 6

Participant golfers at Golf Day 2018

Susie, DSP of nine years, with Participants in
the craft area she created for House 3

Jonesha (right) DSP of two years,
and Case Manager Deb (left)
with a Participant in Green-Field
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6th Annual
Fun & Fit
Family Day
Registration is open for
our 6th annual Fun & Fit
Day 5K Run/2 Mile Walk
on Saturday, June 22. Visit
www.lambsfarm.org to sign
up today!
Those who register by May
29 receive a free tshirt.
Event fundraising pages
for Lambs Farm’s Fun &
Fit Family Day can be set
up on Facebook using the
“Fundraising” tab.
We are excited to announce
that the course will be
chip timed this year, and
there will be awards for the
top two male and female
finishers in each age group
category.
We can’t wait for this year’s
Fun & Fit Family Day and want
to give a special thank you to
our Title Sponsor, Subaru!

Nicki Gras, one of our Shining Stars!

Our Shining Stars
Everyone likes to be recognized for their contributions. Lambs Farm’s
Shining Star Award program recognizes Participants who go above and
beyond by demonstrating a good attitude, helping others, encouraging
teamwork or promoting safety.
Nicki Gras is a Shining Star due to her passion for helping others and for
encouraging teamwork. Nicki works at the Cedar Chest Thrift Shop, and
she voluntarily came in on her day off. Her coworkers needed help with a
project, and Nicki thought the process would be easier if they all worked
together.
Lori Carlson and Laura Katz were both recognized for assisting with jobs
around the house. Both ladies had a positive attitude when it came to
helping out.
Congratulations to these Shining Stars! We are proud of each of their
accomplishments.

Summer Events on the Farm!
Many houses on campus participate

Guests run or walk around
Old School Forest Preserve
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In addition to the popular Fun & Fit Family Day and Champion Car Show,
we have a series of new and returning events lined up this summer
at the Farmyard. On May 29, we will be hosting our first-ever Paint A
Farmyard Friend with the help of Artist @ Heart, a local art studio in
Libertyville. Guests will choose from five ceramic animals to paint. While
their artwork is drying, they can explore the Farmyard and learn more
about their animal of choice.
Yoga on the Farm is back by popular
demand, with two dates on the calendar June 19 and July 10. Guests will take part in a
relaxing yoga class with Blue Sky Yoga. They
will enjoy the company of several Farmyard
friends including goats, sheep, alpacas,
tortoises and pigs. After class, guests can
take photos with their favorites and meet
the other animals on the Farm. Registration
is available for both of these events on www.lambsfarm.org.

Special Olympics
Roundup
Special Olympic athletes
finished up their winter games
and look forward to soaking in
the sunshine at their upcoming
outdoor events.
In February, snowshoeing
athletes went to State and
returned with four gold
medals, four silver and three
bronze.
March was off to a busy start
as Lambs Farm hosted its
sixth Motor Activity Training
Program (MATP). Participants
who are unable to participate
in official Special Olympic
competitions competed
in sport-specific activities
appropriate for their ability
levels. They did a great job
and were awarded gold
medals.

Michele and her dollhouse creation

Dollhouse Architecture
A new Quest class started this year with the help of Michele Hendrickson,
a Lambs Farm Participant. Michele has cerebral palsy, which affects the
movement of her right hand; however she never lets her disability limit her
love for crafts. Michele has always had a passion for art and is constantly
finding ways to embrace her creativity. One of her favorite shows, “Making It,”
highlights the best makers from around the country who take on a series of
handmade projects that result in a final craft-off. After watching an episode
that included a dollhouse challenge, she felt inspired by the contestants and
thought Dollhouse Architecture would be a perfect Quest class.

The basketball team finished
off the exciting month
and headed to State. The
competition was tough,
but Wrecking Crew went
1-1 to finish in third place.
Shortly after, the Swim Team
competed in the Districts meet
in Lake Forest and came home
with five gold medals, five
silver medals and one shiny
bronze!

Janine Neumann, a Quest Instructor, agreed with Michele and got the class
up and running. Five Participants joined Michele and started building their
dream homes. They used recycled cardboard for the foundation and all kinds
of mixed media to help the house come together. Staff helped Participants
use recycled wood to create tables, chairs and beds, tiles and carpet samples
for flooring, toothpicks and little lights to make lamps and different paints to
add splashes of color to the walls. “We liked being able to bounce ideas off
the instructors and our friends in the class,” Michele said. “We all helped each
other out.”

We are proud of every athlete
and their determination. The
upcoming months will consist
of track, bocce, swimming and
bowling competitions.

Each Participant architect thought outside the box to add their own personal
touch to their house. There were dollhouses that had a movie theater with
bright lights, pools made out of shiny sequins and windowsill gardens made
from popsicle sticks.
The class ran for 12 weeks, and Participants had a great time using their
imagination and artistic abilities. “Everyone loved designing the houses, and
it was so fun bringing their creative ideas to life,” Janine said. Quest looks
forward to seeing what designs the next Dollhouse Architecture class comes
up with!

A
Julie shooting baskets during
the Motor Activity Training Program
A theater complete with popcorn

Chairs made from clothespins

Fireplace made of tiles and paper
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Remembering
Ashoke Dutt

We are sad to report the
passing on April 28,2019, of
a long-time member of our
Board of Directors, Ashoke
Dutt.
In 2003, as Executive Vice
President of Marketing at
Discover Financial Services,
he became interested in
Lambs Farm and at his
direction, had Discover
sponsor our Fall Fun
Fest. In the same year, he
chose Lambs Farm as the
beneficiary of Discover’s
Marketing Day of Caring,
providing more than 300
volunteers to work on
needed campus projects.
He was elected to the
Lambs Farm Board in
2004. Throughout the
years, he actively served on
our Farmyard Renovation,
Fundraising, Golf and
Program Management
Committees, and was a
great supporter of all of our
fundraising events. He was
truly devoted to the men
and women served at Lambs
Farm and always did whatever
he could to preserve and
advance our mission. Our
sympathies go to his wife and
two sons. He will surely be
missed by all who knew him.
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The cast of Peter Pan at role announcements

Participant Theater Presents: Peter Pan!
Lambs Farm’s Participant Theater has started preparing for its ninth season.
This year, the cast will tell the tale of J.M. Barnie’s most famous work - Peter
Pan!
The story takes place in London back in 1904 with the Darling family. George
and Mary Darling are disrupted by their sons, Jon and Michael as they begin
acting out a story about a character named Peter Pan, told to them by their
sister, Wendy. George insists that the children need to grow up.
Later that night, the children are whisked away by Peter Pan and his fairy friend
Tinkerbell. They’re taken to Neverland, a place where children stay perpetually
young. When the children arrive, they get caught up in trouble with Peter Pan’s
nemesis Captain Hook and begin to miss their old life. As they make their way
through adventures in Neverland, the Darling kids learn that it is important
to have fun, but also to recognize the responsibilities in life. Peter Pan also
teaches us that we can find happiness by forgetting our fears, believing in
ourselves and staying positive. The men and women of Lambs Farm learn
that these are great reminders to live by, especially when our days do not go
according to plan.
Participants were assigned their roles in March and will continue to practice
until their big debut. The performances will be held on September 21 at 7pm
and September 22 at 1pm at a new location this year, the Buffalo Grove
Park District Community Arts Center. Tickets will go on sale this summer.

Ron was chosen to be Peter Pan

Mary will play the role of Tinkerbell

Donor Salute

Lambs Farm is grateful for the support we receive from our many friends. Listed below are the names of those especially generous
individuals, foundations and corporations whose gifts of $1,000 or more were received from January 2019 - April 2019.
$50,000 and above
The Rhoades Foundation at
The Chicago Community Foundation

$25,000 to $49,999
Mr. Jeffery K. Benham
Mr. & Mrs. Carl Heldmaier
Mr. & Mrs. James P. Zils

$10,000 to $24,999
Anonymous
Mr. & Mrs. Michael J. Liner
Charles & M.R. Shapiro Foundation, Inc.
Takeda
Mr. & Mrs. Willard T. Walker
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Willix

$5,000 to $9,999
Mr. Gerald H. Elbin
Mr. & Mrs. David P. Glover
Ms. Victoria Greene
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Gruebnau
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Levy
MedScript Long Term Care Pharmacy
Mr. Tom Mints
Mr. & Mrs. Greg Moyer
New Trier Township
Mr. & Mrs. Eric P. Olson
Mr. & Mrs. Randall Terry
Mr. & Mrs. Philip Wernick

$2,500 to $4,999
Mr. Alan O. Amos & Ms. Marcia E. Lazar
Dr. Richard Davison
Ms. Martha Fox
Mr. Edmund A. Horsch
Mr. & Mrs. William R. Jacobs
Mr. & Mrs. Robert W. Kimble
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Koss
Mr. & Mrs. Ronald Krupp
Mrs. Miriam Lazar
Milburn Family Fund
Mrs. Marlene Pomerance
Mr. & Mrs. David Price
Ms. Janet Scarf
Ms. Susan Siebers
Mrs. Susan Sprowl
VS Kinhal LLC
Mr. & Mrs. Peter S. West

Mr. & Mrs. Vern McCain
Mr. & Mrs. Bryan Mork
Mr. Chaitanya Patel
Ms. Rosalie Piazza
Mr. & Mrs. John Piccione
Ms. Mary B. Rapp
Richard and Marianne Reinisch Foundation
Dr. & Mrs. Richard L. Sturm
Ms. Eiko Terao
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas A. Thill
Upstaging Lighting & Transport
Mr. & Mrs. Kent Verner
Mr. & Mrs. Brad Vogan
Col. & Mrs. Charles R. Wallis
Ms. Dianne M. Yaconetti
Ms. Ellen R. Zemel
Mrs. Lita Zemel

$1,000 to $2,499
Ms. Renate Ade
James R. & Lesley B. Anixter Family Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. John Arnold
Mrs. Electra Carlson
Mr. Robert V. Erausquin
Mrs. Rona Farber
Mr. & Mrs. Richard A. Fick
Mr. Douglas A. Fisher
Mrs. Joan Fuller
Dr. Elizabeth A. Hull
Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Karpek
Dr. & Mrs. Melvin P. Katz
Mr. & Mrs. Kennen H. Kim
Mr. & Mrs. Gideon Kishony
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Koehler
Dr. & Mrs. John R. Lindquist

Tributes and Memorials

We are always especially honored by the decision to honor and remember friends and loved ones with a gift to Lambs Farm. Below, we
list the names of those individuals who have been honored or remembered with a gift received from January 2019 - April 2019.
In Honor Of
Angelika Ade
Michelle Benham
Carolyn Cleary
John Durbin
Martha Fox
Raymond Gordon
Brian T. Grady
Paula Graham
Matthew Heider
Dr. Gery Herrmann
Joshua Johnson
Jack Kleisner
Susan Koehler
Melissa Kohl
Lisa Kolf
Karyn Krupp
Lambs Farm Staff
Miriam Lazar
Michael Lindquist
Robert Loss
Lauren Miller
Robert Neiman
Judy O’Brien
Pat Parker
Kirsten Petersen
Randy Pomerance
The reception staff
at Mundelein Animal
Hospital
Diane Rothschild

Fred Rothschild
Jackie Schumacher
Elizabeth Sprowl
Richard Stein
Erin Thill
Lee Train
Douglas Wagner
Charles Weinstock
Andy Wernick
Rich Willix
Jeff Zemel

In Memory Of
Donna Anderson
Corrine Annenberg
Patsy Jo Beall
Gloria Benham
Shelly Bloom
Leonard “Lenny” Burstyn
Alene Cole
Harriet J. Cord
Stanley Czaja
Roslyn Feuerman
Frank Froncek
Irene Froncek
Michael Goerne
Michael Goldberg
Joey Griffin
Tom Hartigan
Edmund A. Horsch
Lucy Hutchison
Sandy Hutchison
Marvin Jacobs
Jeff Kane
Roberta Kapoun
Janet L. King
Paul Lazar
Kenneth Levy
Dolores Lewandowski
Norbert Lewandowski
Sue Libby

Dan Loizzo
Marjorie Loizzo
Norman Maslow
Harold Miller
Thomas M. Mints, Jr.
Gloria Moyer
Robert Moyer
Dorothy Murphy
John “Jay” B. Murphy
Dr. John B. Murphy
Katherine M. Murphy
Paul Norris
Dennis Page
Robert Peters
Alice Rogers
Melvin Rukin
David Schulz
Janet D. Smith
David Sundheim
George M. Sundheim
Sally Sundheim
Jeanette Urbain
John Warda
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Upcoming Events
7th Annual Champion Car Show
Sunday, June 2 | 10am-3pm
Lambs Farm Main Parking Lot
Families can view antique and classic cars, enjoy
food and beverages and participate in a raffle
at Lambs Farm’s Champion Car Show. Free
admission for visitors.

Father’s Day Brunch
Sunday, June 16
Magnolia Cafe & Bakery
Dad can enjoy the day dedicated to him by
choosing from hearty entrees or breakfast
favorites. Don’t forget about dessert - we have
plenty of goodies prepared straight from our
bakery!
Seatings are at 10am, Noon and 2pm. Call
847.362.5050 for reservations.

6th Annual Fun & Fit Family Day
5k Run/2 Mile Walk

Participant Theater Presents:
Peter Pan

Saturday, June 22 | 9am-Noon
Lambs Farm
Enjoy a brisk run or walk starting at Lambs Farm
through the Old School Forest Preserve and
help us to raise money for the men and women
of Lambs Farm. Sponsor booths and family
activities will be open during and after the event.
Call 847.990.3749 for more information.

Saturday, September 21 | 7pm
Sunday, September 22 | 2pm

35th Annual Lambs Farm Golf Day
in memory of Jack Stein
Tuesday, July 9 | 7am-3pm
ThunderHawk Golf Club
Join us at the beautiful ThunderHawk Golf Club
for a fun day of golf to benefit the men and
women of Lambs Farm. Call 847.990.3733 for
more information.

14245 W. Rockland Road, Libertyville, IL 60048

p: 847.362.4636

f: 847.362.0742

Buffalo Grove Park District Community Arts Center

Join us for the musical production of Peter Pan,
performed by the men and women of Lambs
Farm. Call 847.990.3703 for more information.

Fall on the Farm
Saturday, September 21 | 10am - 5pm
Sunday, September 22 | 10am - 5pm
Lambs Farm
Enjoy a day of family fun with fall crafts,
entrance to the Farmyard and Attractions, a tent
sale, live music, barrel rides and more!
Call 847.990.3749 for more information.

www.lambsfarm.org

