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our mission:

Helping people with
developmental disabilities
lead productive, happy lives
and connecting with the
human spirit in us all.
www.lambsfarm.org

Lambs Farm Celebrates with Special Olympics
Lambs Farm welcomes Special Olympics
into the 50 years and over club. In 1968,
Eunice Kennedy Shriver’s dream to help
people with developmental disabilities
explore their abilities through sports
came into fruition.
What started as a one-time event
in Chicago with one thousand
individuals is now an international
organization. Today 4.9 million
athletes from 172 countries
compete in 30 individual and
team sports that provide
meaningful training and
exciting opportunities.

Special Olympics are a large part of
the lives of men and women at Lambs
Farm. More than 100 individuals are
involved in the program, making
Lambs Farm one of the largest
participating agencies in northwest
Illinois. We are also the most recent
winner of the Special Olympics Hero
Award which acknowledges Lambs
Farm’s
exemplary
commitment
to strengthen communities and
dedication to improving the quality
of life for Special Olympic athletes.

(Continued on page 3)

Annual Benefit 2018
Enjoy a beautiful evening
downtown as Lambs Farm
brings its country flair to
the big city for Harvesting
the Spirit 2018 on Saturday,
November 3, at the Chicago
Cultural Center.
Proceeds from Harvesting the
Spirit will allow us to continue
to provide life-enriching
opportunities for the
remarkable men and women
of Lambs Farm. Guests will
enjoy a seated dinner, live
music, silent and live auctions
and more.
For sponsorship
opportunities, please
contact Mary McGonigel
at 847.990.3733 or at
mmcgonigel@lambsfarm.org.
We hope to see you there!

(continued from cover)

From the

President and CEO’s desk...
One of the hallmarks of
the Lambs Farm program is
our never-ending effort to
create and implement a wide
variety of opportunities for
our Participants to learn and
grow. As our population has
changed and the disparity in
their ages has widened, the
number of options offered
has by necessity increased in tandem.
One that has been available to them
for a very long time, however, has
been Special Olympics.
When the Lambs Farm Special
Olympics Program began on May 25,
1977, Track & Field was the only sport
offered. Over the years, we have added
a number of sports and eliminated
others as interests have changed. At
the same time, our relationship with
Special Olympics has strengthened.
Today, we offer ten sports: Basketball,
Bocce, Bowling, Floor Hockey, Golf,
MAPT (Motor Activities Training),
Snowshoeing, Softball, Swimming
and Track & Field. We have been
proud for the opportunity to assist
when Special Olympics has asked us
to serve as host of their Snowshoeing
competitions. In addition, we assisted
in the development of their newer
MAPT offering for those with little or
declining dexterity who are no longer
able to participate in other sports.
Special Olympics has become a very
important part of the lives of the many
Lambs Farm Participants who enjoy
sports, as they have learned new
skills, understand the camaraderie of
competition, and experience the thrill
of earning medals as testament to
their efforts. Our athletes understand
the importance of playing as a team,
respect one another, endeavor to
meet every challenge, and always do
the best they can. In the process, they
have made numerous friends, all of
whom share their desire to continue
to improve their abilities.

Most important, however,
is the opportunity to
continue to learn and
grow. Today, our athletes
range in age from 26 to
82. They have earned
hundreds of medals, all of
which are displayed in their
bedrooms when they are
not proudly hanging around their
necks. In addition, Lambs Farm has
enjoyed a noteworthy number of
State Championships, some multiple
times. Since 2000, we have hosted
our own Special Olympics Banquet
that includes volunteers, staff and
family members in a celebration of
the numerous achievements of our
athletes.
Special Olympics is just one of many
programs we offer in our efforts to
continuously improve the quality of
our Participants’ lives. Unfortunately,
it is also one of the many programs
that do not qualify for State funding,
leaving us to fund it ourselves. Your
support has and will continue to
assist us in assuring every possible
opportunity for the men and women
we serve to broaden their horizons,
explore new interests, and continue
to lead productive, happy lives.
Please assist them in their journey
by considering a gift to Lambs Farm
today. It means more to them than
you will ever know.

From basketball and snowshoeing to
golf and bocce, athletes can choose
from ten sports. As they train and
compete, the men and women of
Lambs Farm realize their potential,
build courage, learn new skills, have a
lot of fun and make new friends.
Libby, a Participant and multi-sport
athlete, remembers watching the
newscasts of the first Special Olympic
Games. A few years later, Libby moved
to Lambs Farm. In her 49 years here,
she has witnessed the impressive
development of Special Olympics both
on and off the Farm.
In 1977 the Recreation department
started the program with Track & Field.
As the years went on, they continued
to expand their sport offerings, which
helped Libby discover her passion for
tennis. She qualified to be an alternate
for World Games in 1991. Libby trained
with top athletes from around the
world and did what she loves most
about Special Olympic events – she
made new friends. It was at one of
those events that she met Marianne.
Fast forward 25 years later and the
two unexpectedly reconnected. When
Marianne moved to Lambs Farm in
2016 and ran into Libby, it didn’t take
long for them to pick up right where
they left off. “We are happy Special
Olympics brought us together,” Libby
and Marianne said. “We help people
and people help us because everyone
at Lambs Farm is one big family.”

The Special Olympics anniversary
gave our athletes the opportunity to
reflect on their own athletic journey
and favorite memories. Mike H, an
original Lamb having started with
our co-founders in 1961 remembers
attending the first Special Olympic
games. Mary, a seven-sport athlete,
appreciates her supportive coworkers
who always cheer her on, and Mike
K reflects with a smile about being
the first Lambs Farm athlete to bring
home a medal from an international
competition. “Life would not be as
much fun without Special Olympics,”
Mike K said. “I love the staff, volunteers
and all the people I get to meet.”
The 50th anniversary was recognized
at the 18th Annual Lambs Farm
Sports Banquet on June 28.
Families and friends gathered to
commemorate and reminisce about
Special Olympics’ history and the
past
year’s
achievements.
The
Recreation Department created visual
presentations focusing on the idea
that winning gold is not a priority – it’s
to do your best, have fun and grow
with your teammates.
Lambs Farm enjoyed the summer
celebrations and will continue to
provide the best resources and
opportunities possible for Participants
to enhance their athletic passion for
years to come.

Sports Banquet
Award Winners
We are proud of all of
our athletes and their
accomplishments. We
congratulate each award
winner for overcoming
obstacles, reaching new
heights, putting focus on
teamwork and having fun.

Athlete of the Year
Liz Rancourt

Sportmanship Award
Ellyn Burns

Sincerely,

Mary with boss Scott and coworker Patty at the banquet

Dianne M. Yaconetti
President and CEO

Big Achievement Award
Dean McLaughlin

Libby and Marianne reconnected on the Farm

Outstanding Performance
Jamie Hardy
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Mike at World Games and with his plaques

Mike, an athlete of 50 years
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Lambs Farm Night
at Simmons Field

Fall on the Farm

On July 18 The Legends
softball team and staff spent
the evening cheering on the
Kenosha Kingfish, a minor
league style collegiate baseball
team at Simmons Field in
Kenosha.

On September 29 & 30,
we had a great time at our
second annual Fall on the
Farm, a family-friendly event
held at Lambs Farm.
We hosted two days of fall
fun that included a variety
of crafts such as paint a
pumpkin, sand art, face
painting and more. The
Lake County Farm Heritage
Association provided
barrel train rides, WTTW
put on their Traveling Lab
Performance and Wright
Way Rescue offered held an
adult dog adoption event.
Guests also enjoyed a
community tent sale, music,
and a food and beverage
tent.

Tracey (left) and Jon (right), our proud Shining Star award winners

Our Shining Stars
Everyone likes to be recognized for their contributions. Lambs Farm’s Shining
Star Award program recognizes Participants who go above and beyond by
demonstrating a good attitude, helping others, encouraging teamwork or
promoting safety.
Tracey Gembolys is a Shining Star for her positive attitude and caring heart. She
takes iniative to clean up dishes at dinner and always puts the happiness of others
first. Tracey expresses a genuine interest in the lives of her housemates and loves
to support her friends.
Jon is a Shining Star for his exceptional work ethic. He volunteered to help during
the Champion Car Show and immediately emptied the trash cans without being
asked. Jon kept the parking lot spotless for all the guests and did so with a smile
on his face.

Yoga on the Farm
Goats, tortoises, chickens, lambs and yoga
enthuiasts met in the Farmyard for the
popular Yoga on the Farm events this
summer.
Sessions were held by Blue Sky Yoga in June
and July, and we hosted our first Family
Yoga class in August for ages five and up.
We hit capacity for each event and guests
enjoyed a relaxing, introductory class while
being entertained by our Farmyard friends.

Mary Poppins cast performing “supercalifragilisticexpialidocious”

Congratulations Mary Poppins Cast!
Participants took to the stage on Saturday, September 22 and Sunday, September
23 at the Gorton Community Center in Lake Forest to perform the Disney classic
and Broadway musical, Mary Poppins.
From the stunning costume designs to the impressive and creative sets, it was
clear that the cast put their heart and soul into the production. They spent nine
months practicing lines, rehearsing songs, designing the sets and more.
The directors were inspired by the line “anything is possible.” The actors embraced
this and realized they can do anything if they set their mind to it.
The cast taught the audience life lessons as they told the story of the uptight and
unhappy Banks family. Mary Poppins guided the children to magical adventures,
showing them how important it is to add an element of fun to everything you do,
things are not always as they appear and that everyone is practically imperfect in
their own way.

The Kingfish invited Lambs
Farm to be their nonprofit of
the night. A portion of the
ticket sales, as well as half of
the proceeds from a 50/50
raffle were donated to Lambs
Farm.
A highlight of the night was
Participant Maribeth Liner
throwing out one of the
first pitches. It was a close,
competitive game with a
series of interactive activities
between innings.
It was an exciting, memorable
night for all. Thank you to the
Kenosha Kingfish for thinking
of
Lambs Farm
for painting
this special
A Henning
barnyard
fundraiser.
was the star of the Antiques

We are so proud of the Fine Arts program for a successful eighth season!

The Legends cheering on the team

Appraisal Breakfast this year,
Michele as Mary Poppins

Ian and Steve in “A Spoonful of Sugar”

Ruth as Mrs. Brill

We look forward to hosting more yoga
events next summer!

Maribeth with the first pitch ball
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Sue as Birdwoman

Lauren and Brent in the Bank

David as Michael Banks
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Donor Salute

Lambs Industries
Completes
Large Project

Lambs Farm is grateful for the support we receive from our many friends. Listed below are the names of those especially generous
individuals, foundations and corporations whose gifts of $1,000 or more were received from May 2018 - August 2018.
$10,000 to $24,999
Abbott Laboratories
Mr. Alan G. Barsumian
Lake Shore Harley-Davidson
Mr. Robert Neiman
Charles & M.R. Shapiro Foundation, Inc.

In June, Lambs Industries
completed a major job when
Participants assembled over
25,000 Visitor Guides for Visit
Lake County.
The large project contained
multiple inserts and involved
several steps, but they managed
to assemble all of the guides
within a month. Visit Lake
County’s production team
came to shoot a video of the
Participants hard at work. We
are so proud of the workers
at Lambs Industries for their
determination and impressive
accomplishment.

$5,000 to $9,999
Mr. Jeffery K. Benham
Mr. John W. Burrus
Mr. & Mrs. Ashoke Dutt
Mr. & Mrs. Calvin Kleinschmidt
New Trier Township
Mr. & Mrs. Eric P. Olson
Packaging Corporation of America
Michael & Audrey Sepe
Vernon Township
Mr. & Mrs. Philip Wernick

Sue, Seema and Patrick will be featured on the holiday catalog cover this year

Holiday Catalog Coming Soon

These guides are distributed
across the Chicagoland area
and beyond to inform vistors
about all the great attractions
in the area - including Lambs
Farm!

$1,000 to $2,499
Abt Electronics
Alper Services, LLC
Anonymous
Mr. & Mrs. John Arnold
Mr. & Mrs. James M. Baehr
Bramco Construction Company
Mr. Louis Bucksbaum
Mrs. Electra Carlson
Mr. & Mrs. James E. Dahl
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Danis, Jr.
Laurie Demetrio Interiors
Downsview Kitchens & Fine Custom Cabinetry
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Earhart
Eriksen Armstrong Corporation
Mr. & Mrs. Richard A. Fick
Mr. Douglas A. Fisher
Lillian H. Florsheim Foundation
Mrs. Joan Fuller
The Galley, LLC
Mr. & Mrs. Robert V. Gattuso
Golder Family Foundation
Mrs. Joan J. Golder
Harty Realty Group
Hollister Incorporated
Dr. Elizabeth A. Hull

Tributes and Memorials

International Decorators, Inc.
Iskalis American Floor Show
Mr. William Jordan
Mr. & Mrs. Kennen H. Kim
Mr. & Mrs. Gideon Kishony
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Koehler
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Koss
Mrs. Patricia M. Kurschner
Dr. & Mrs. John R. Lindquist
Mr. Paul Lopez
Maron Electric Company
Mesirow Financial
Mr. J. Clifford Moos
Mr. & Mrs. Bryan Mork
Mr. & Mrs. James W. Norris
Mr. Chaitanya Patel
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Perlow
Mr. Dave Perry
Ms. Rosalie Piazza
Mr. & Mrs. John Piccione
Power Construction
Ms. Mary B. Rapp
RCP Advisors
Mr. & Mrs. Dennis Riley
Roof Management LLC
Mr. & Mrs. Gary Schuh
Ms. Kristin Scialabba
Squires Men’s Club
Mrs. Christine Stegman
Mrs. Susan Stein
Mr. & Mrs. Phillip L. Stern
Sub-Zero Group Midwest, LLC
Sysco Chicago Inc.
Ms. Eiko Terao
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas A. Thill
Mr. & Mrs. Brad Vogan
Susan Vondrak-Mark Tark Foundation
Col. & Mrs. Charles R. Wallis
Samuel Weinstein Family Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. Douglas Wendt
Mr. Gordon E. White
Ms. Ruth Wittenberg
Mrs. Lita Zemel
Mr. & Mrs. James P. Zils
Mr. Sheldon O. Zisook

We are always especially honored by the decision to honor and remember friends and loved ones with a gift to Lambs Farm. Below, we
list the names of those individuals who have been honored or remembered with a gift received from January 2018 - April 2018.

Butter Crunch Bites
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$2,500 to $4,999
Mr. Dieter Ade
Ms. Renate Ade
BMO Harris Bank
Dr. Richard Davison
DLA Piper LLP (US)
Exclusive Woodworking
Ms. Martha Fox
Mr. & Mrs. Edmund A. Horsch
Mr. & Mrs. William R. Jacobs
Ms. Rose Kapoun
Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Karpek
Mr. & Mrs. Ronald Krupp
Mr. & Mrs. H. M. Kurzman
Labor Temps
Lavin Family Foundation
Mrs. Miriam Lazar
Levenfeld Pearlstein, LLC
Mr. & Mrs. Vern McCain
Plante Moran

Mrs. Jeanne Plattner
Mr. & Mrs. David Price
Mr. & Mrs. Earl Roloff
Ms. Susan Siebers
Mrs. Susan Sprowl
Dr. & Mrs. Richard L. Sturm
Subaru of America, Inc.
Uline
Mr. & Mrs. Kent Verner
VS Kinhal LLC
Mr. & Mrs. Willard T. Walker
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Willix

Chocolate Chunk & Toffee Bit Cookies

Lambs Farm’s holiday catalog will
be available soon featuring new
products that our Participants are
excited to make for you this year.
Some of our new sweet treats added
are Butter Crunch Bites, Raspberry
Fudge Cake Bomb, Chocolate Chunk
& Toffee Bits Cookies and more.

The men and women of Lambs Farm
work diligently in our Country Store
and Bakery, and every product is
made with the utmost care. They are
dedicated to providing customers
with top-notch products and look
forward to helping you with your
holiday gift giving.

We welcome you to share the mission
of Lambs Farm by giving memorable
gifts to those on your gift list. Our
assortments, baskets and other
products are perfect for family,
friends, coworkers and clients.
Every order can be customized
for your needs, and we are able
to accommodate both small and
large orders.

Every purchase directly supports
our Participants. You may place
your order by calling 847.362.4636
Monday through Friday between
9am and 5pm, or visiting lambsfarm.
org to order.

Raspberry Fudge Cake Bomb

In Honor Of
Angelika Ade
Sai Baba
Benham Family
Frances P. Dellutri
Thomas Durbin
Executives Guild, Ltd.
Martha Fox
Fern S. Frank
Michael Frank
Brian T. Grady
Gary Graham
Paula Graham
Marc Henry
Craig W. Hoffman
Joshua Johnson
Mary Juiris
Dr. & Mrs. Bruce H.
Kaplan
Joyce Kaplowitz
Karyn Krupp
Lambs Farm Staff
Barbara Lasky
Miriam Lazar
Jill Levin
Michael Lindquist
Laura Lyall
Leslie Lyall
Virginia A. Lyall
Lauren Miller

Michael Nathenson
Judy Neiman
Robert Neiman
Pat Parker
Bruce P. Redwanc
Barbara Roloff
Earl Roloff
Tree Sa
Andy Wernick

In Memory Of
Gloria Benham
Harold Birndorf
Ed Boehmer
Elizabeth “Betsy” Brake
Michael Brescia
Karen Buron
Janet Burrus
Francesco Cecala
David Cerone
Emily Coolidge
Robert Cowell
Will Duff
Marcia Eichler
Robert J. Emary
Danny “Bingo” Fox
Gertrude E. Fredrich
Earl Friedman
Frank Froncek
Irene Froncek
Irene A. Hajduk
Constance Horning
Charles J. Jordan
Tia Marie Jordan
Nina Kranz
Robert Lasky
Jimmy Lazar
Dolores Lewandowski
Norbert Lewandowski
Fannie Liberman
Tera L. Matthies

Mitzi Mergen
Wayne Milarski
Ivy Mileski
Diane Miller
Thomas Mints
Elsie Morrone
Gloria Moyer
Jill Moyer
James Neary
Gloria Obremski
Beverly Orshek
Richard D. Orshek
Paul Plier
Marion Polk
Mabel Ramskill
Wirt E. Ramskill
Dennis M. Robb
Rose Ross
Sam Ross
Milton Rudo
Rusty Rudo
James Savoie
Geraldine A. Schaefer
Jacqueline Schutz
Harriet Simonsen
Janet D. Smith
Charles “Chip” M. Smoler
Marion Stone
Pamela A. Sully
David Sundheim
George M. Sundheim
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Upcoming Events
Lambs Farm Annual Benefit
Harvesting the Spirit 2018
Saturday, November 3
Chicago Cultural Center
We’ll be back in the saddle again for another
“gala affair with some country flair.” It will be
a wonderful evening of gourmet dining, great
music, dancing – all with a country twist. There
will also be high-spirited bidding in both silent
and live auctions and much more. Contact Mary
McGonigel for more information at 847.990.3733
or mmcgonigel@lambsfarm.org.

38th Annual Lambs Farm
Gift & Craft Fair
Thursday, November 29 | 1pm - 9pm
Friday, November 30 | 11am - 9pm
Saturday, December 1 | 9am - 6pm
Sunday, December 2 | 10am - 5pm
Arlington Park Racecourse
This is holiday shopping made easy! Choose
from hundreds of vendors at Chicagoland’s
largest show of its kind. This fair has it all – from
candy to jewelry. Don’t forget to stop by our
booth for delicious homemade products such as
our famous butter cookies, chocolates and jams.

14245 W. Rockland Road, Libertyville, IL 60048

p: 847.362.4636

f: 847.362.0742

Breakfast with Santa
Saturday, December 8
Sunday, December 9
Saturday, December 15
Sunday, December 16
Magnolia Cafe & Bakery
Ho Ho Ho! Despite his very busy schedule, Santa
is making his annual trek to Lambs Farm to
celebrate the holidays. Enjoy a delicious brunch,
visit with Santa and participate in several crafts
and activities. Seatings are at 9am, 10:30am
and 12pm. Brunch is $16.95, $7.95 for children
23 months and younger with activities. Call
847.362.5050 for reservations.

www.lambsfarm.org

