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Lambs Farm Special Olympians
have Hearts of Gold
There are times athletes fall down, but
they get right back up and keep on going.
There are times when athletes are unsure
if they could make a basket, but with
encouragement and support from their
peers, they go on and make the basket.
There are times when there are heated
moments during a game, but athletes
calm down, reconcile and remember it’s
Our men and women practice for
weeks and sometimes months for all about having fun.
their chance at earning a medal.
Lambs Farm Special Olympians have
But, it’s beyond the medal
hearts of gold on and off the ﬁelds.
which makes the reward so
There is so much to be proud of with our
much better. It’s the hard
athletes, who are always encouraging
work and dedication
one another, cheering each other on and
during practices that
make their victories the setting examples of what it means to be a
Special Olympian and a good person.
most meaningful.

Throughout the 2015-2016 Special
Olympics Season, athletes of all abilities
participate and compete in the sports
they love. Whether it be one sport or
nine sports, Lambs Farm athletes are
able to participate in as many as they
like.

our mission:
Helping people with
developmental disabilities
lead productive, happy lives
and connecting with the
human spirit in us all.
www.lambsfarm.org

(Continued on page 3)

In Memoriam
Mary Ruth Terese, wife of our
Co-Founder, Bob Terese, passed
away on June 16. She leaves
behind their two children, ﬁve
grand children and seven great
grand children.
Mary Ruth Terese married Bob
Terese in 1950 a few years
after they met on a blind date.
Along with Bob, Mary Ruth
devoted her life to the mission
of Lambs Farm. She will be
forever remembered in our
hearts.

Congrats Ellyn
on your
wonderful
service!
Ellyn Burns recently celebrated
her 19th anniversary at Jewel
in Libertyville on June 16. She
is a dedicated employee who
is passionate about her job.
Ellyn enthusiastically helps
customers by carefully bagging
their groceries.
She was recently reviewed by
a customer who gave her a
perfect score. You’ll often hear
customers comment on how
hard she works. Ellyn and her
colleagues couldn’t be more
proud!

2

From the

President and CEO’s desk...
Recently,
someone
commented
on what she
referred to
as “reverse
integration”
- the idea of
educating
the community about the talents
and skills of the individuals with
developmental disabilities who
work in our businesses that are
open to the public. That, of course,
was the far-reaching vision of Bob
Terese and Corinne Owen when
they founded Lambs Farm in 1961.
With their boundless ideas and
absolute fortitude in pursuit of
that vision, it is incomprehensible
to imagine how many have
beneﬁted from their foresight
and tenacity. Having joined the
Board of Directors in 1992, I was
fortunate enough to have known
our Co-Founders and experience
their never-ending ideas of how to
continue that progress.
With the recent passing of Bob
Terese’s wife, Mary Ruth, I began
to wonder, as I often do, just how
they would feel about all that has
changed since the birth of Lambs
Farm and the move to our campus
in 1965. Clearly, they would be
surprised to learn that seven of the
original twelve people who started
with them in 1961 are still in our
program. Would they approve of
the expansion of our residential
program, both on our campus and
in the community, or be surprised
at the considerable number of
people who choose to work in
community jobs? What would they
think of the many opportunities
available to participate in sports,
learn new things in our Quest
enrichment program, and choose
from a wide variety of options to
ﬁll their leisure time?
As President, I believe my
most important responsibility
is to assure that, at all costs,
we continue to pursue the
vision of our Co-Founders by

providing the programming and
support necessary for people with
developmental disabilities to live
their lives as independently as
possible. With a truly dedicated
and creative staff, our Participants
are assured an expanding array of
options to create their individual
lifestyles. We endeavor to maintain
a vibrant living and working
community of people leading full,
meaningful lives who continue
to grow and demonstrate, as our
Co-Founders believed, that those
with developmental disabilities can
serve as contributing members of
society. That, of course, was the
intent of the “reverse integration”
that began in 1961 in that small
pet shop on State Street and
continued when our campus
businesses were established and
the community was invited to
come to see for themselves just
how much our Participants have to
offer.
One thing that hasn’t changed
since Lambs Farm began - and
would not be a surprise to our
Co-Founders - is the unending
necessity to raise the funds
required to pay for the many
amenities our Participants enjoy
that do not qualify for government
funding, some 35 percent of our
revenue. The Lambs Farm of today
would not exist were it not for
your support, and we are grateful
for your belief in our mission and
your investment in the lives of
the men and women we serve.
With your help, we will continue
our resolve to protect and further
the legacy of our Co-Founders.
After all, they worked too hard
and sacriﬁced too much to create
what we now have for us to do
otherwise. Please consider a gift to
Lambs Farm today.
Sincerely,

Dianne M. Yaconetti
President and CEO

32nd Annual
Golf Day

(continued from cover)

Four athletes were chosen
to be this year’s recipients of
a few special awards given
at the annual Karen Buron
Sports Banquet, sponsored
by the Johnson-Larson
fund. Coaches ensure these
athletes meet and exceed
the qualiﬁcations to hold the
title to these awards.
Peter Stepien won the
award for Outstanding
Performance at State
Summer Games.
Wayne Sima won the Big
Achievement Award, also
known as the “BAA Award.”
Wellness Specialist and
Special Olympics Coach,
Eric Kirch, said “The reason
Wayne received this award is
because he has taught us to
never give up.” Wayne took
a spill during Snowshoeing
Special Olympics in January,
but got right back up,
ﬁnished the race and earned
a second place medal.

Josh Johnson won the
Sportsmanship of the
Year Award. Josh is also
the ﬁrst athlete to be the
recipient to two special
awards; he was awarded
Athlete of the Year in 2013.
This year’s Athlete of the
Year went to Joe Piazza.
Joe sets good examples on
how to be an athlete on the
court and off. Staff said he’s
kind, humble and the prime
example of what an Athlete
of the Year should be.
Congratulations to this
year’s winners and all of the
Special Olympians! Keep
bringing home the gold.

On July 12, nearly 200 golfers
participated in the longest
running Lambs Farm fundraiser
to benefit the men and women
we serve. Thank you to all who
attended and to our generous
sponsors for helping raise
nearly $160,000 for Lambs
Farm programs.
Masters Sponsor
Baizer Kolar P.C.
Shirt Sponsor
Schaumburg Toyota
Lunch Sponsor
Rose Kapoun
Discover Financial Services
Golf Ball Sponsor
DLA Piper

Pictured from top to bottom:
Peter Stepien, Wayne Sima, Josh
Johnson and Joe Piazza.

Golf Cart Sponsor
Law Office of Earl J. Roloff
Golf Bag Sponsor
Moyer Properties, LLC &
Annenberg Investments, LTD

.

Golfer Item Sponsor
Merrill Lynch

Three-Year CARF Accreditation

150 Yard Marker Sponsor
BMO Harris

For the thirteenth consecutive time, Lambs Farm has received a Three-Year
Accreditation from CARF (Commission on Accreditation of Rehabilitation
Facilities), the highest award possible. CARF Surveyors spent three days at
Lambs Farm during which they interviewed staff, members of the Board,
family members, and Participants, toured the facilities both on and off
campus and reviewed scores of ﬁles and other written information.
The Surveyors shared the following: “Lambs Farm is a strong organization
that has earned a strong reputation in its area as a respected service
provider for adults with disabilities. Its commitment to continuous
improvement, listening to the participants and other stakeholders, and using
this input to plan strategically and effectively for the future has resulted
in a high level of satisfaction with the participants and family members.
Numerous strengths and best practices are found throughout
the organization. The leadership, administration, and staff members
are complimented for their hard work and
commitment to providing quality services
to the participants.”
“This achievement is due to an exceptional staff
of individuals who have a genuine commitment
to and passion for the mission of Lambs Farm,”
said Dianne Yaconetti, Lambs Farm President
and CEO.

Pin Flag Sponsor
Semantify
Hat Sponsor
Downsview Kitchens
19th Hole Sponsor
Uline
Breakfast Sponsor
Laurie Hernandez &
Mark Stavropoulos
Levenfeld Pearlstein, LLC
Hole Sponsors
Alper Services
Golder Family Foundation
Javo Beverage
Karen & Jodye Lieberman, in loving
memory of Raymond Lieberman
Plante Moran
Michael & Jane Strauss
Dick & Joan Willix
Hole-In-One Sponsor
The Resnick Automotive Group

In-Kind Sponsors
Hinckley Springs
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55 Years of
Lambs Farm!
On September 28, Lambs
Farm will celebrate its 55th
Anniversary. The Lambs Pet
Shop opened its doors in 1961,
employing twelve people with
developmental disabilities.
Our Co-Founders, Bob Terese
and Corinne Owen, had
dreamed of giving those
with different abilities a life
they could live to the fullest.
In 1965 the Lambs moved
to Libertyville, our current
home.
Fun Fact: Did you know the
barn at Lambs Farm, which
currently hosts our Dogwood
Garden & Pet Center, was
the largest stone barn in the
state of Illinois at the time?
Serving nearly 250 adults
with developmental
disabilities, our Co-Founders
would be overjoyed with
how Lambs Farm
Participants have grown and
ﬂourished in a nurturing,
semi-independent
environment.
Seven of the twelve original
Lambs Farm Participants
are still active daily, going
to work, participating in day
programs, and enjoying the
many other activities offered.

Mike receiving his award at the 2015-2016 Special Olympics Sports Banquet

Mike Hechtman Celebrates
his 80th Birthday!
Mike Hechtman, an original Lambs
Farm Participant who was there
at the beginning at the Lambs Pet
Shop on State Street, celebrated
his 80th birthday on June 19. Mike
was 25 years old when he started
working at the Lambs Pet Shop,
thrilled to have a job and happy
helping to care for the animals.
Throughout his years at Lambs
Farm, he has made countless
memories, numerous friendships
and has seized every opportunity
to enjoy life to the fullest. Mike
is described as a kind hearted,
friendly and caring person.
He is retired, but continues to
participate in the J.O.Y. (Just Older
Youth) program on a daily basis.
Some of his favorite activities
include watching the Chicago
Cubs, participating in Special
Olympics Track & Field and
spending time with his many
friends.
Mike attended the ﬁrst Special
Olympics event held in Chicago
in 1968. He has come so far,
has accomplished many things
in his life and is very proud of
them. Mike loves his

4

Mike with Noodles the Wonder Dog

The Lambs Pet Shop on
N. State Street in Chicago in 1961

friends and Lambs Farm, and
we love him too!

Connect with
us on Social
Media!
Get in with the in crowd!
Follow Lambs Farm on our
social media pages and
keep up to date with all the
latest news, events and
fun things we are doing! If
you post pictures to social
media, use the hash tag
#lambsfarm - your pictures
could be featured on a
future post!

Northwestern Students with one of the Count-N-Sort prototypes

Northwestern Students Develop
Clever Concept to help Lambs Farm
Students from The McCormick School of Engineering and Applied
Science at Northwestern University recently designed a tool to help
Participants with counting and sorting. Out of many applicants,
Northwestern chose Lambs Farm because they really liked the original
concept created by Dietitian Darlene Holop and saw an opportunity to
improve it.
The concept is based on a lazy Susan
with a rotating base of numbered
sections. This allows our Participants
to easily sort items such as food for a
twelve person group home.
“I love this idea they came up with,”
Holop said. “It’s an improvement to
what we had previously and it makes
our Participants’ jobs easier!”
Participant Dennis M (pictured
right) uses the Count-N-Sort while
separating muffins and other items
for the group homes. “I love the way
it turns,” he said. “They make my
tasks at work easier.”
Thank you to the students at
Northwestern for creating a more simpliﬁed way for Participants to do
every day tasks with more ease. We are looking forward to future ideas
the students may have for our Participants!

Find us under the
username: lambsfarm
Facebook
Twitter
Instagram
Pinterest
Google+
LinkedIn

The Lion King
Tickets On
Sale Soon!
Our Participants are
working very diligently
on learning their lines and
choreographed dances for
the upcoming presentation
of The Lion King! The
performances will be on
September 24 and 25 at
the Gorton Community
Center in Lake Forest.
Tickets will go on sale in
early September.

A

You may purchase your
tickets online at www.
lambsfarm.org/events or
by calling Martha Neigel at
847.990.9703.
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Save the date for Lambs
Farm Annual Beneﬁt Saturday, November 5 at the
Chicago Cultural Center.
Last year, nearly 300 guests
celebrated the mission of
Lambs Farm and helped
raise over $300,000 to
beneﬁt the men and women
we serve.
Be a part of this wonderful
event and make a personal
impact in the Lambs
Farm community. Enjoy
a beautiful reception
with cocktails and hors
d’oeuvres, gourmet dining,
and silent and live auction
items as well as a paddle
raiser to beneﬁt Lambs
Farm programs and more.
Enjoy dancing to the
music of the Gold Coast
Orchestra!
A host of sponsorship
opportunities are available
and there are many other
ways to participate. For
more information, please
contact Mary McGonigel
at 847.990.3733 or email
mmcgonigel@lambsfarm.org.

BMO Harris employees during their Volunteer Day at Lambs Farm

Volunteers Help Make Lambs
Farm a Better Place
Throughout the year, numerous
companies, corporations, school
groups and individuals volunteer
to assist with the needs of Lambs
Farm. Volunteer groups dedicate
their time painting, landscaping,
planting, repairing, cleaning and
donating funds for projects.
“We truly need and appreciate
the ongoing relationships formed
throughout the years with our
volunteer groups and individuals,”
said Angela Ramert, Volunteer
& Group Coordinator at Lambs
Farm. “They play a huge part in
our organization as they assist
with much needed projects and
special event support. The people
power and funds they provide
help us to meet many of our
needs that we would otherwise
not be able to fund ourselves.
They lift a burden with their
generosity and we are most
grateful.”
A few projects that some
of the volunteer groups
have worked on this year
include building a new small
animal pen in the Farmyard
for the baby animals to
graze - made possible by
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Builtech Construction. Another
great supporter of ours, Aon
Corporation, generously
purchased giant wooden play
structures which have been
placed in the Farmyard for guests
to enjoy. Aon also paid for our
ﬂowers as they do each year and
their employees planted them
during their three day service
event, helping to make Lambs
Farm even more beauitul. These
are a few examples of the amazing
contributions in assisting to make
Lambs Farm a welcoming and
inviting place to visit.
If your company or organization
is looking to volunteer to make a
positive impact in our community,
please contact Angela at
asr@lambsfarm.org.

Donor salute:
Lambs Farm is grateful for the support we receive from our many friends. Listed below are the names of those especially generous
individuals, foundations and corporations whose gifts of $1,000 or more were received from January 1, 2016 to April 30, 2016.

Mr. & Mrs. Vern McCain
Mr. Robert N. Savoie
Ms. Janet Scarf
Mr. & Mrs. Richard D.
$10,000 to $24,999
Schuessler
Mr. Alan O. Amos & Ms.
Mrs. Susan Siebers
Marcia E. Lazar
Mrs. Susan Sprowl
Helen Brach Foundation
Sysco Chicago, Inc.
Briggs Healthcare
Dr. & Mrs. Patrick J. Murphy Ms. Eiko Terao
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas A. Thill
Mr. & Mrs. James P. Zils
Mr. & Mrs. Kent Verner
Vernon Township
$5,000 to $9,999
Mr. & Mrs. Willard T. Walker
Mr. Jeffery K. Benham
The Pritzker Pucker Family Mr. & Mrs. Peter S. West
Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. Philip Wernick
1,000 to $2,499
Albany Bank & Trust
Company N.A.
$2,500 to $4,999
James R. & Lesley B. Anixter
Mr. & Mrs. John Arnold
Family Foundation
Mr. Joseph Fewell
Anonymous
Mr. & Mrs. Richard A. Fick
Mr. & Mrs. James M. Baehr
Ms. Martha Fox
Mrs. Ellen A. Brake
Mrs. Fern Frank
Mr. & Mrs. William R. Jacobs The Capital Group
Mr. & Mrs. Robert W. Kimble Companies Charitable
Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Koss
Mrs. Electra Carlson
Mr. & Mrs. Ronald Krupp
Ms. Betty Cohen
Mrs. Miriam Lazar
Dr. & Mrs. John R. Lindquist Dr. Richard Davison
DaVita
$25,000 to $49,999
Mr. & Mrs. Earl J. Roloff

Ms. Margaret V. Denton
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Earhart
Mr. & Mrs. Douglas A. Fisher
Mrs. Joan Fuller
Dr. & Dr. Richard A. Hirth
Mr. & Mrs. Edmund A. Horsch
Dr. Elizabeth A. Hull
Ms. Rose Kapoun
Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Karpek
Mr. Kennen H. and Dr. Yeun S.
Kim
Mr. & Mrs. Gideon Kishony
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Koehler
Mrs. Patricia M. Kurschner
The Roy and Diane Landgren
Family Foundation
Mr. Mark D. Lavin
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Levy
Mr. & Mrs. Leslie Lyall, Jr.
George McLaughlin
Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. Bryan Mork
Mrs. Karen Nixon
Mr. James W. Norris
Mr. Chaitanya Patel
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Perlow
Ms. Rosalie Piazza
Mr. & Mrs. John Piccione
Mr. & Mrs. Gilbert Pomerance
Ms. Mary B. Rapp

Squires Men’s Club
Mrs. Susan Stein
Mr. & Mrs. Phillip L. Stern
Dr. & Mrs. Richard L. Sturm
Ms. Dorothy Sully
Mrs. Mary Wagener
The Samuel L. Westerman
Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. Brian White
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Willix
Ms. Ruth Wittenberg
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Wyllie
Mr. & Mrs. Robert N. Zaun
Mrs. Lita Zemel
Mr. Sheldon O. Zisook
Bequests
Jeffrey W. Korman Trust

Tributes and Memorials:
The decision to honor and remember friends and loved ones with a gift to Lambs Farm is always considered a very special honor to us.
Below, we list the names of those individuals who have been honored or remembered with a gift received from January 1, 2016 to
April 30, 2016.

In Honor Of:
Angelika Ade
Catherine Alvary
Alan O. Amos
Richard Baime
Kathy Bickett
Luccio Bortolin
Elizabeth Brake
Carolyn Cleary
Ian Copeland
John Durbin
Thomas Durbin
Jack Coulter Ellis
Martha Fox
Fern S. Frank
Howard M.
Greenstein
Bernd Haase
Katherine Higley
Eric Jacobs
Joshua Johnson
Jack Kail
Roberta Kapoun
Janine Kipley
Susan Koehler
Karyn Krupp
Miriam Lazar
Michael Lindquist
Hillard Lovett

Lauren Miller
Michael Nathenson
Milton Rudo
Sarita Still
Pat Stout
The Children of St.
Peter School
Mary Volz
Douglas Wagner
Wagner Family
Andy Wernick
Jon Zils
Zils Family
In Memory Of:
Jeannine Allessi
Allen Andreasen
Patsy Jo Beall
Nancy Beine
Josephine Bonﬁglio
Tamara Brien
Martin Buckley
Karen Buron
Amparo Cerbo
Robert G. Child
Wayne F.
Christensen

Mel Cole
Emily Coolidge
Ann Darraugh
Robert Durbin
Ruth Eldert
William Eldert
Irene Ericson
Jody Evans
William Farber
Tony Folk
David Francisco
Gertrude E. Fredrich
Frank Froncek
Irene Froncek
John Gardelka
Charlotte Garﬁnkel
Michael Gerstein
Lois Grant
Marc Greenstein
Joe Griffin
Frank Eugene
Hamway
Isabel Hobbs
Laura A. Hrindak
Gladys Johnsen
Walter Johnsen
Frank Kajdanowski
Edward A. Larsen

Helga Larsen
Marilyn Larsen
Paul Lazar
Selma Levy
Dolores
Lewandowski
Norbert
Lewandowski
Cathy Jo Lodge
Jean London
Gail Manz
Mark Marlar
Michael C. Martino
Nancy McCormick
Thomas Mints, Jr.
Elliot Nachtman
Emolyn J. Nachtman
Lisa Oberly
Gloria Obremski
Brandon O’Connor
Beverly Orshek
Dennis Page
Mary Patton
Edward Pecka
Julia Polacci
Anthony Pontillo
Dora Pontillo
Clarence E. Price

Mary Lou Prosise
Mabel Ramskill
Wirt E. Ramskill
Leonardo Ricaborda
Soledad Ricaborda
Douglas Rostron
Dolores Russo
Catherine Shannon
Gene Snider
Aniceta Soledad
Cirilo Soledad
Teresita R. Soledad
Henry J. Spanjer
Gladys Stajer
Nick Stanchiu
Lucille Stern
Frances E. Streit
David Sundheim
George M. Sundheim
Sally Sundheim
Beatrice Tarrson
Irwin Tarrson
Andrew J. Wyllie
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Upcoming Events
Cedar Chest Thrift Shop
Fall Community Tent Sale
Friday, September 9
Saturday, September 10
Sunday, September 11
Lambs Farm
Shop for great bargains from our thrift shop! We
have also invited many other local businesses
and vendors to join us and you can come to sell
your own items. Call 847.990.3749 for more
information.

Participant Theater presents:
The Lion King
Saturday, September 24 | 7pm
Sunday, September 25 | 2pm
Gorton Community Center
Join us for the musical production of The
Lion King performed by the men and women
of Lambs Farm. Call 847.990.3703 for more
information.

11th Annual Barn Burner BBQ
Friday, October 14
Saturday, October 15
Lambs Farm
Teams are cooking low and slow to compete
to be the winner in each category and qualify
to compete at other Kansas City Barbeque
sanctioned events! For information about
entering your team or becoming a vendor please
contact Kathy McMeins at 847.990.3749.

Lambs Farm 2016 Annual Benefit
Harvesting the Spirit...
DownTOWN on the Farm
Saturday, November 5
Chicago Cultural Center
We’ll be back in the saddle again for another
“gala aff air with some country ﬂair.” It will be
a wonderful evening of gourmet dining, great
music, dancing – all with a country twist. There
will also be high-spirited bidding in both silent
and live auctions and much more. Contact
Mary McGonigel for more information at
847.990.3733, or email her at
mmcgonigel@lambsfarm.org.

14245 W. Rockland Road, Libertyville, IL 60048

p: 847.362.4636

f: 847.362.0742

36th Annual Lambs Farm
Gift & Craft Fair
Thursday, December 1 | 1pm - 9pm
Friday, December 2 | 11am - 9pm
Saturday, December 3 | 9am - 6pm
Sunday, December 4 | 10am - 5pm
Arlington Park Racecourse
This is holiday shopping made easy! Choose
from hundreds of vendors at Chicagoland’s
largest show of its kind. This fair has it all – from
candy to jewelry. Don’t forget to stop by our
booth for delicious homemade products such as
our famous butter cookies, chocolates and jams.

Breakfast with Santa
Saturday, December 10
Sunday, December 11
Saturday, December 17
Sunday, December 18
Magnolia Cafe & Bakery
Ho Ho Ho! Despite his very busy schedule, Santa
is making his annual trek to Lambs Farm to
celebrate the holidays. Enjoy a delicious brunch,
visit with Santa and participate in several crafts
and activities. Seatings are at 9am, 10:30am
and 12pm. Brunch is $16.95, $7.95 for children
23 months and younger with activities. Call
847.362.5050 for reservations.

www.lambsfarm.org

